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The Delhi Declaration
Having noted the importance of the 4 Ps – Political leadership, Public 

funding, Partnerships and People’s participation – in scaling up 
sustainable sanitation, we, the participants at the Mahatma Gandhi 
International Sanitation Convention 2018, will strive to ensure that 

everyone in the world has access to safe sanitation.

Like India, we too are committed to eradicating open defecation. 
We rededicate ourselves to the speedy achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals.
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In a 1937 publication of Harijan, Mahatma Gandhi wrote  - “ An ideal village 

will be so constructed as to lend itself to perfect sanitation. The very first 

problem the village worker will solve is its sanitation”. In 2014, it was this 

vision of Gandhiji re-intensified by the Honourable Prime Minister, Mr. 

Narendra Modi; which led to the sanitation revolution India is experiencing 

today.

The Swachh Bharat Mission (Clean India Mission), launched in October 2014 by Hon’ble Prime 

Minister, began with the vision of achieving a clean and open defecation free nation by October 

2019. What was initially viewed as a very audacious goal, is about to become a reality for all of us. 

This has been possible, not just due to the political willpower that has prioritized this social good, but 

also by the people themselves, who have incorporated ‘swachhata’  or cleanliness, into their lives. 

Last few years, India has taken massive strides towards achieving universal sanitation. By late 

September 2018, the number of people practicing open defecation in rural India had already decreased 

significantly from 550 million in 2014 to less than 150 million. This massive behaviour change 

campaign, the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), has been transformed into a people’s movement, or 

what we like to call  – a jan andolan. In our assessment, we find four clear success factors which 

paved the way  – Political will, Public financing, Partnerships, and People’s participation. As a result, 

today, India is well on track to become open defecation free (ODF) by 2019, significantly contributing 

to the global achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 6.2, “sanitation for all”.

Moving forward on this sanitation journey, the SBM is intensifying its parallel focus on what we call 

‘ODF+’, the arm of the Mission working towards Solid and Liquid  Waste Management (SLWM) and 

general swachhta (cleanliness) in rural India.

To share the experience of the SBM with other countries and to learn from them, the Ministry of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, Government of India, organised the Mahatma Gandhi International 

Sanitation Convention (MGISC) in New Delhi, from 29th September to 2nd October 2018. We hope 

that the MGISC outcomes will lead to the international community rededicating itself to achieving 

Sustainable Development Goal 6.2 “sanitation for all”.

Uma Bharti

UMA BHARTI
MINISTER OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, NEW DELHI-110003

Message from the Minister

U Bh i



vi



vii

Secretary
Government of India

Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanita  on
4th Floor, Pt Dindayal Antodaya Bhawan, N D-110003

Tel: 24361011, 24362715,
e-Mail: param.iyer@gov.in

Parameswaran Iyer

The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention (MGISC) provided 

an opportunity for Ministers of Sanitation and other sector experts from 

around the world, to learn about India’s sanitation programme, the Swachh 

Bharat Mission (SBM), and also helped India learn from the global experiences 

on achieving and sustaining open defecation free communities. It served as 

a platform to reaffirm the global commitment to SDG 6.2 – “sanitation for 

all”. On 2nd October, the culminating event of the MGISC, we also launched 

the 150th birth year celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi, as the Swachh Bharat Mission entered its fifth 

and final year of implementation.

In these last four years, the SBM has shown tremendous progress with the national rural sanitation 

coverage having increased from 39%, at the time of the launch of the Mission in October 2014, 

to over 95% in October 2018. The SBM, today, is arguably the world’s largest behaviour change 

programme and this unprecedented progress has been possible mainly due to the massive people’s 

movement or ‘jan andolan’ of the people of India, supported by all levels of the Government, and led 

by the Hon’ble Prime Minister himself.

With this, the Swachh Bharat Mission is on track to achieve an Open Defecation Free (ODF) India 

in 2019, well before the global SDG deadline of 2030. In parallel, the SBM continues its emphasis 

on sustaining the social, health and economic gains made by ensuring that the behaviour change 

gets ingrained in people’s consciousness and becomes the norm. The Mission also focuses on solid 

and liquid waste management and general cleanliness, and is committed to moving beyond ODF 

to ODF+. 

This report seeks to summarize the outcomes of 4 days of spirited experience sharing between the 

participants during the various plenaries, technical sessions and field visits of the MGISC. Having 

shared valuable lessons and its best practices, India is committed, with the rest of the world, to the 

speedy and sustainable achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Parameswaran Iyer

Message from the Secretary
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Executive Summary

The Government of India launched the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), or the Clean India Mission, 

on 2 October 2014, with an aim to build a Clean and Open Defecation Free (ODF) India by 2 October 

2019, as a befitting tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary. The Hon’ble Prime 

Minister of India, Mr. Narendra Modi, made a clarion call to the nation to initiate a sanitation jan 

andolan (a people’s movement). People came together to end the practice of open defecation, 

and clean their own homes, workplaces, villages, cities, and surroundings. India has been on an 

incredible Swachhata (cleanliness) journey, capturing the imagination of over a billion people. 

The rural sanitation coverage of India increased tremendously, from 39% in October 2014, at the 

launch of the SBM, to more than 95% as of October 2018. This translated to the construction of more 

than 87 million household toilets under the Mission and, as a result, 25 States/Union Territories, 530 

districts, and over 500,000 villages have declared themselves ODF. According to the World Bank 

sponsored National Annual Rural Sanitation Survey (NARSS), over 93% of people with access to 

toilets use them. The Mission is not only the biggest sanitation campaign in the world, but arguably 

the biggest behaviour change program ever. This success has largely been achieved through the 4 

Ps: Political leadership, Public financing, Partnerships and People’s participation. 

To share India’s phenomenal journey towards universal sanitation with other countries attempting 

to achieve the same, as well as to learn from the experiences of other countries on achieving and 

sustaining sanitation outcomes, the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Government of India 

organized the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention (MGISC) from 29th September 

to 2nd October 2018, on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission. The 

MGISC brought together 55 sanitation ministers and nearly 200 international representatives and 

experts from 70 countries. The convention was inaugurated by the Hon’ble President of India, Mr. 

Ram Nath Kovind, and the closing ceremony was graced by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, 

Mr Narendra Modi and the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. António Guterres, marking the 

beginning of Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth year celebrations. Other eminent participants included 

the Executive Director of UNICEF Ms. Henrietta Fore; Chair, Sanitation and Water for All, and former 

Prime Minister of Australia, Mr. Kevin Rudd; union ministers and chief ministers from India, and 

many other national and international delegates. 

The Convention saw the sharing of sanitation success stories and lessons from India and the 

participating countries through plenary and technical sessions, ministerial dialogues, an exhibition 

of sanitation innovations, as well as a field visit. There were rich discussions and deliberations on a 

range of topics critical to sanitation such as behaviour change at scale, mass participation, political 

leadership and financing, and possible approaches to achieving SDG 6, in particular, SDG 6.2. 



2

Highlights of the event were the Ministerial Dialogues - exclusive parallel round tables where 

participating ministers exchanged views on building political will for sanitation, ensuring adequate 

financing and taking steps required to work at scale and reach universal access. The ministers 

addressed the focus on the 4 S’s for successful implementation: scale, speed, stigmas, and 

sustainability. 

P. Sanjeev from Villanur, Puducherry, received the award for the Best letter / postcard to the Prime Minister on Swachh Bharat Day 
(2nd October 2018) 

Seema from Balrampur, Chhattisgarh, received the award for the 
Best letter / postcard to the Prime Minister on Swachh Bharat Day 
(2nd October 2018)

Minister of External Affairs, Ms. Sushma Swaraj, addressing the 
gathering on Swachh Bharat Day (2nd October 2018)
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Key Takeaways

Through the intense discussions and dialogues over the four days, a number of key learnings 

emerged. Many of them resulted from the ministerial dialogues, where countries talked about the 

challenges they face, the solutions they are implementing and the follow-up actions they intend to 

take.

While every country is different, a consensus emerged that eliminating open defecation and 

achieving universal sanitation is possible. As shared by the Prime Minister of India in his 

plenary address, the SBM provides lessons learned in the form of the four Ps to ensure effective 

implementation of large scale behaviour change programs:

Public will and 
leadership are 
critical to drive the 
programme

Political 
Leadership 

To ensure adequate 
financing for 
sanitation initiatives

Public 
Funding

Sanitation cannot 
succeed solely as a 
government programme, 
but needs to become a 
people’s movement 

People’s 
participation

Engagement with 
development partners, 
NGOs, the private 
sector, civil society and 
the media

Partnership

The event culminated with the signing of the Delhi Declaration by the Prime Minister, and the 

United Nations Secretary General, and delegates, including the participating Ministers of Sanitation, 

reaffirming their commitment to providing access to safe sanitation for all.
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 Minister of Finance, Mr. Arun Jaitley, addressing the gathering 
during the Technical Plenary session on “Role of Political Leadership 
in Sanitation”

In the last four years, India’s Swachh Bharat Mission has shown 
tremendous progress, with the rural sanitation coverage having 
increased from 39%, at the launch of the programme in 2014, to 
95% as of October 2018.
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The Swachh Bharat Concorde Slope

The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind (centre), being presented with the publication, Champaran ka Swachhagraha, a documentation 
of a week-long people’s movement campaign (3rd - 10th April, 2018), carried out by the SBM foot soldiers - Swachhagrahis
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Day One 
29th September 2018

“An open defecation free India 
is the best 150th birthday gift we 

could give Mahatma Gandhi”

President of India, Mr. Ram Nath Kovind, 

in his inauguration speech

Inaugural plenary 

The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation 

Convention (MGISC) began on 29 September 

2018, with an Inaugural Plenary chaired by the 

Hon’ble President of India, Mr. Ram Nath Kovind; 

joined on the dais by the Minister of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation, Sushri Uma Bharti; 

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 

Housing and Urban Affairs, Mr. Hardeep Singh 

Puri; Minister of State for Drinking Water and 

Sanitation, Mr. Ramesh Jigajinagi; Secretary, 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Mr. 

Parameswaran Iyer; and Secretary, Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs, Mr. D.S. Mishra. 

The plenary discussing was based on how 

the SBM has transformed from a government 

programme to a true peoples’ movement. 

President of India, Mr. Ram Nath Kovind said, 

“An open defecation free India is the best 150th 

birthday gift we could give Mahatma Gandhi”. 

“Everybody in this country contributed [to 

the Swachh Bharat Mission]; that is why this 

transformation has occurred,” said Ms. Uma 

Bharti. “[SBM] is no longer a project of the 

government; it has become a project of the 

people,” concurred Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri. Mr. 

Parameswaran Iyer, in his remarks, noted how 

Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of an open defecation 

free India “is now being translated into reality, 

under the leadership of Prime Minister Modi.” 

Mr. D.S. Mishra observed that the Convention 

would allow for sharing of experiences that 

would benefit India as well as visiting countries. 

Technical plenary 1: Role of 
Political Leadership in Sanitation 

In the first technical plenary of the Convention, 

Mr. Arun Jaitley, Minister of Finance and 

Corporate Affairs, Government of India, noted 

that the SBM had benefited not only from 

political leadership, but also from people’s 

participation from all sections of society, 

including eminent personalities from various 

disciplines and, most importantly, ordinary 

citizens. “All of this occurred at an appropriate 

time of great economic growth in India and 

benefited from a bottom-up, as well as a top-

down, approach that broke a larger problem 

into smaller parts that were easier to solve,” he 

said. Mr. Kevin Rudd, former Prime Minister of 

Australia, and Chair, Sanitation and Water for All, 

said “Other things are important, but sanitation 

is essential. The glasses of Gandhi, chosen as 

the emblem for Swachh Bharat, symbolize the 

gaze of the ages looking down at us.”

Technical Plenary 2: Implementing 
Behaviour Change at Scale

Speaking about the SBM’s sanitation revolution 

in his plenary address, Mr. Parameswaran Iyer 

noted that India has gone from being the largest 

contributor to open defecation, to being home 

to the largest behaviour change movement in 

Inauguration and 
Technical Sessions
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the world. He added that India will announce 

a 10-year strategy for sanitation which builds 

on the success of SBM and focuses on quality 

and sustainability. Ms. Jennifer Sara, Director 

of the Global Water Practice at the World Bank, 

indicated that targeted messaging was critical 

for behaviour change programmes to work. 

Mr. Roland Ravatomanga, Minister of Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene, Madagascar, spoke of 

studying and applying social norm theory and 

social transformation in sanitation programmes. 

Professor Valerie Curtis, London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said that 

passion, emotion, reward and incentivization 

are all pillars for sustained behaviour change.

Breakout technical sessions 

Following the opening plenaries, a series 

of parallel technical sessions examined the 

following key sanitation-related topics.

Technical Session 1: Strategic 
Partnerships

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, Chair of the India 

Sanitation Coalition, chaired the session 

focused on the need for partnerships to 

improve the effectiveness, efficiency and scale 

of implementation of sanitation programs. 

Mr. A. H. M. Mostafa Kamal, Minister of 

Planning, Bangladesh, shared experiences 

of partnerships that had helped Bangladesh 

achieve 97% sanitation coverage. He stressed 

the importance of community involvement, 

noting that “everybody in the country has 

some responsibility in one form or another.” 

He said that where cleanliness is embedded 

in religious beliefs, faith-based organizations 

have played a big role in influencing behaviour 

change and that, as an incentive to involve the 

private sector, his government has offered tax 

breaks to companies donating funds through 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). 

Mr. R. Venkataraman, Managing Trustee of 

Tata Trusts, shared details of the Zila Swachh 

Bharat Prerak initiative under which the Tata 

Trusts have placed a young professional in each 

district of India to support the SBM. He said 

that the Tata Trusts pitched the SBM to some 

of the best young professionals of the country 

by asking them to give a year and a half of 

their life to a seemingly impossible mission, 

and telling them how good it would be for 

their careers when the mission succeeds. Ms. 

Cheryl Hicks, Chief Executive Officer of the 

Toilet Board Coalition (TBC), outlined the idea 

of the ‘sanitation economy’ developed by TBC. 

TBC has estimated that sanitation represents 

a USD 62 billion business opportunity in India 

alone. 

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, concluded the session 

noting, “We need more champions and people 

who can drive more programmes in the 

sanitation sector.”

Technical Session 2: Urban 
Sanitation and Faecal Sludge 
Management

Mr. D. S. Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA, opened 

the session explaining the sanitation challenge 

in urban India where the population is 

expected to reach 800 million by 2050. The 

Indian government has announced a series of 

initiatives to assist urban authorities to improve 

sanitation, including innovations in physical 

infrastructure to safely contain, transport, treat, 

reuse and recycle fecal sludge. Mr. Mansour 

Faye, Minister of Hydraulics and Sanitation, 

Senegal, spoke of the steps that his country is 

taking to develop the urban sanitation market, 

saying, “We have to make a paradigm shift in 

Africa and understand the importance of the 

private sector.” His colleague, Mr. Lansano 

Sakho, Director of the National Sanitation 
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Office, spoke of a pilot that encourages the 

private sector to manage the entire sanitation 

chain. He outlined the reasons for its success 

- (1) it is financially viable as the private sector 

can produce fertilizer and turn a profit, (2) it 

operates under a well-defined institutional 

framework and (3) there is political will to make 

it work. Government support to the private 

sector has included guaranteeing loans for 

new sludge collection trucks. 

Mr. Brian Arbogast of the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation spoke of the need for cities to 

invest in new on-site systems, and encourage 

transformative innovations, especially in the 

light of water scarcity due to climate change. 

He added, “We can’t achieve the SDGs unless 

cities address sanitation.” Professor Meera 

Mehta, Centre for Water and Sanitation, at 

CEPT University spoke of the inspiring case 

of Maharashtra, an Indian state of 50 million 

people that became open defecation free in 

only three years. Drawing on Maharashtra’s 

experience, more states are funding fecal 

sludge treatment plants.

Technical Session 3: Gender and 
Inclusive Sanitation

Ms. Yasmin Ali Haque, Representative of 

UNICEF India, moderated the session that 

dealt with the endeavour to take sanitation 

to all segments of society, including 

women, children, persons with disabilities, 

transgenders, people living with HIV, older 

persons, indigenous peoples, refugees, 

internally displaced persons, migrants and 

people in hard to reach geographies. She 

noted that effective gender-responsive and 

inclusive programming in the sanitation sector 

can contribute not only to the achievement 

of important Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) results, but also to progress towards 

gender equality, equity and inclusiveness. Ms. 

Cecilia Abena Dapaah, Minister of Sanitation 

and Water Resources, Ghana, explained the 

sanitation situation in Ghana and discussed 

strategies to enable better progress in the 

sector for Ghana.

Ms. Aradhana Pattnaik, Principal Secretary, 

Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, 

Jharkhand, India, highlighted the challenges 

in the tribal dominated Jharkhand State, in 

hard to reach areas. She explained how in 

her state, a gender and equity lens had been 

applied at every stage of the programme cycle, 

including in humanitarian emergencies, from 

strategic planning through implementation 

to monitoring. Jal Sahiyas, women who are 

frontline water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

community representatives of the State 

government working in the remote villages 

of the district, had been appointed and a 

Swachhata Sankalp Abhiyan, or cleanliness 

pledge campaign, was implemented. On a 

national level, Swachh Shakti week, a week 

dedicated to women empowerment, timed 

to coincide with International Women’s day on 

March 8th, was organised for women workers 

in the WASH sector from across the country 

and the work of women masons (rani mistris) 

was recognised. Ms. Kelly Ann Naylor, Global 

WASH Chief, UNICEF, said that we need to 

incorporate a gender lens at all stages, and 

not only because it can be a driving force for 

accelerated and sustained sanitation, but also 

because it has a ripple effect on other pathways 

of empowerment such as safety and security, 

income, leadership skills, time savings, 

education, nutrition, health and shifting roles 

and norms. 
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Technical Session 4: Sustaining 
Open Defecation Free Status

Mr. Arun Baroka, Joint Secretary, MDWS, 

opened the session by describing the 

commitment of India to move beyond 

eliminating open defecation by 2019, and to 

focus on sustainability. Dr. Rudy Soeprihadhi 

Prawiradiata, Deputy Minister of Regional 

Development, Indonesia, spoke of his 

country’s efforts to eliminate open defecation, 

and then to ingrain behaviours and practices in 

order to prevent any loss of progress. He said 

that Indonesia planned to move its population 

gradually towards safely managed sanitation, 

and that they are looking at the use of innovative 

funding sources such as Zakat, the mandatory 

charitable donation made by Muslims. 

“We tapped into Punjabi pride,” said Ms. 

Jaspreet Talwar, Secretary, Department of 

Water Supply & Sanitation, Punjab, India, “and 

positioned toilets as aspirational.” She spoke 

of the work her State had done to ensure that 

toilets are designed with women’s needs and 

preferences in mind. They had also established 

a robust third-party verification system they 

had established to ensure ODF status is 

maintained. Ms. Jennifer Sara held up the 

examples of South Korea and Singapore, which 

made rapid strides to improve sanitation in the 

late 1960s. The sanitation programs of both 

these countries were an example of a strong 

role for the public sector, importance of setting 

vision and clear targets, leading by example (for 

instance by ensuring sanitation facilities in all 

public places), building capacity and monitoring 

results. She spoke of the value of “personal 

commitment to behaviour change” on behalf 

of the Heads of Government in Singapore, 

South Korea and India. 

Technical Session 5: Sanitation as 
Everyone’s Business

A cross-section of Indian and international 

experts discussed the role of wider society 

engagement in sanitation and hygiene. Mr. 

Akshay Rout, Director General – Special 

Projects, Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation, said that the power of Swachh 

Bharat is in its multi-disciplinary, multi-

stakeholder approach. He said, “The spirit of 

the Mission is that everybody participates, and 

their own investment is in the form of time and 

resources.”

Every day, about 25 million people on the move 

use the Indian railways and its 8,700 stations. 

Mr. Ashwani Lohani, Chairman, Railway Board, 

India, said that a huge effort is underway 

to make the entire system – from on-board 

toilets to stations – an experience ’shaped 

by cleanliness.’ These include bio-toilets and 

a ban on train discharges from 2019, online 

cleanliness surveys, mechanised cleaning, and 

waste-to-energy plants.

Ms. Therese Dooley, Regional Adviser 

WASH, UNICEF, said the last 10 years have 

seen improved ways to engage broader 

society in sanitation. Finally, the role of faith 

leadership has been vital. Representatives of 

the Global Interfaith WASH Alliance (GIWA) 

- Swami Chidanand, Mr. Dinesh Suna and 

Sadhvi Saraswati spoke of ‘the power of 

togetherness’. Sadhvi Saraswati added, “Faith 

leaders have found that WASH underscores 

everything that we have been doing like health, 

education, nutrition, women’s empowerment, 

reproductive and child health.”

Technical Session 6: Technology 
and Innovations in Sanitation

The five finalists of a nationwide rural sanitation 

technology competition, Swachh-o-vation, 
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showcased their innovations. The session 

examined the groundswell of inventiveness 

from across the country that has been vital to 

Swachh Bharat’s success.

“Innovation is not only about doing things 

differently but doing things that make a 

difference in the lives of people,” said Dr. R. 

A. Mashelkar, Chairman, National Technical and 

Innovation Committee, Ministry of Drinking 

Water and Sanitation, who led the jury for the 

competition. 

SquatEase, a comfortable squat toilet pan 

accessible for all, including the elderly and the 

visually impaired, was selected the winner. 

It reduces pressure on the knees, ankle and 

lower back. The innovation was selected based 

on an assessment by a jury that included 

Ms. Sue Coates, Deputy Executive Director, 

WSSCC; Mr. Bindeshwar Pathak, Founder 

Sulabh International; and Mr. Peter Harvey, 

Chief Water, Sanitation and Education Centre, 

UNICEF, and audience votes.

Other finalists displayed innovations on 

sanitary napkin recycling, bio-energy creation 

and container-based sanitation for crowded 

urban areas, among others. These innovations 

met the ‘4As’ that must be taken into account 

for any innovative approach: aspirational, 

affordable, acceptable and adaptable.

Each Technical Session was followed by an Open House where visiting Ministers shared their experiences and best practices

Dr. Rudy Prawiradiata, Deputy Minister of Regional 
Development, Indonesia, presenting during the Parallel 
Technical Session - Urban Sanitation and FSM

Jury for the Parallel Technical Session - Technology and 
Innovations in Sanitation
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Delegates at the Sabarmati Ashram, established by Mahatma Gandhi in 1917, soon after his return from South Africa

Delegates visited Dandi Kutir in Gandhinagar, an experiential 
museum bulit to provide to provide a multimedia, biographical 
narrative on the life of Gandhi

Delegrates had the opportunity to witness folk dances, which 
demonstrated traditional Gujarati dance forms such as Bhawai 
and Garba
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Day Two 
30th September 2018

On the second day of the Convention, 116 

international delegates, including visiting 

ministers of sanitation, visited selected sites 

related to the life and work of Mahatma Gandhi 

on the ’Gandhi Trail’, in Gujarat, India. The 

delegation was led by the Minister of State 

for Drinking Water and Sanitation, Mr. Ramesh 

Jigajinagi. 

The delegation first visited Punsari village in 

Gujarat State, an example of the success of the 

Swachh Bharat Mission. For the 5,100 residents 

of Punsari, each home has a functional toilet 

with a water facility. Since it was declared ODF, 

not a single child has dropped out of school. 

The delegation showed keen interest in the 

twin pit toilet technology used in India, which 

is a low-cost, eco-friendly and easy to use toilet 

technology suitable for large parts of rural India.

The visitors viewed the local health facility and 

took note that the infant and maternal mortality 

rates in the village were zero. They also visited 

the school and talked with villagers about 

the toilets they had built in their homes. They 

planted trees, visited a micro compost pit and 

said that they were inspired to see such high-

quality service delivery and behaviour change 

on the ground.

Mr. Stephen Kiberiti, Head, Food Safety 

and WASH, Ministry of Health, Community 

Development, Gender, Elderly and Children, 

Tanzania, said at least three factors are 

necessary for success in sanitation, something 

which he observed on the Gandhi Trail and in 

Punsari. “First, you need to put sanitation in 

focus – it works best if it stands alone as a 

department or ministry. Second, you have to 

work to sustain open defecation free status 

and avoid slippage. And third, it is important 

to engage all people in communities as well 

as in special communities including nomadic 

peoples, cattle herders, fishermen, miners, 

and so on,” he said.

“The big message for me is that Gandhi had a 

vision about sanitation, and it is being realized,” 

said Mr. Amidou Sani, Senior Engineer, Ministry 

of Health and Social Protection, Togo. “This 

visit helps us learn how we can implement 

sanitation and hygiene programmes at the 

larger cantonal, or county level in my country.”

The delegation was welcomed with a luncheon 

hosted by Mr. D.P. Joshi, Special Commissioner 

for SBM in the Rural Development, Government 

of Gujarat. Mr. Joshi said, “We also want to 

learn from their experience, especially from 

their participation in the convention. It is a 

chance to interact and to share best practices 

in the rural areas of their countries.”

Gandhi Trail: Field 
Visit to Gujarat

GaGaGandndndhihihhi’ss wworororororrdsdsdsdsds mmmmmmemememememmororororooriaaiaiaiaialililililiizezezezezezez dd dddd atatataa DDDDDanananandiddididi KKKKKutututuuu iririrr
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Pamela Tshwete, Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation, South 
Africa, actively participating in the Ministerial Dialogues

A glimpse from the Ministerial Dialogues

Chief Minister of Maharsthra, Mr. Devendra Fadnavis, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ms. Uma Bharti, and Executive 
Director, UNICEF, Ms. Henrietta Fore, addressed the Plenary session on “Swachh Bharat Mission and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)”
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Day Three 
1st October 2018

Swachh Bharat Mission and the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)

Day Three of the MGISC began with a focus 

on the link between SBM and the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Minister of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, Sushree Uma 

Bharti presided over the session, joined by 

Mr. Devendra Fadnavis, Chief Minister of 

the State of Maharashtra, India, and Ms. 

Henrietta Fore, Executive Director, UNICEF. 

Mr. Fadnavis spoke on the focus given to 

behaviour change in the implementation of 

SBM in Maharashtra State. He attributed the 

success of SBM in Maharashtra to the Prime 

Minister of India’s leadership and investment 

made on sanitation. “When everyone saw 

our own Prime Minister taking a broom in his 

hand, it became a cleanliness revolution,” he 

said. Ms. Fore shared some of the insights 

from UNICEF’s experiences of working in the 

sanitation sector in many countries to build 

on the learnings and what has worked so far, 

through three key accelerators: (1) community-

based approaches to sanitation, (2) involving 

children and young people themselves in our 

work and (3) unleashing the power of public-

private partnerships.

Ministerial Dialogues

During the ministerial dialogues, participating 

nations exchanged views on building political 

will for sanitation, ensuring adequate financing 

and taking steps required to work at scale 

and reach universal access. They exchanged 

views on topics including the value of south-

south collaboration; sanitation as a driver 

of peace and economic growth; engaging 

diverse stakeholders, from parliamentarians 

to civil society; ensuring clear ministerial or 

departmental leadership for sanitation; long-

term planning; valuing human waste as a 

resource (fertilizer, biogas); and the importance 

of public-private partnerships around sanitation. 

“We have learned a lot from 
India, there is a lot of political 

commitment we see here.” 

– Mr. Antoine L. Gbegbeni

Minister of Water, Sanitation and Village 

Hydraulics, Togo

Technical Plenary 3: Sanitation 
Financing

Speakers focused on the case for public 

spending on sanitation through budgetary 

allocations, as well as ways of raising additional 

financing from domestic resource mobilization, 

sanitation credit, and other innovative 

strategies. Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, 

chaired the session and outlined the significant 

investment that India’s Swachh Bharat Mission 

has attracted over the past four years, not only 

from the government, which has invested 

approximately USD 30 billion, but also from 

corporations (private contributions). 

Mr. Suleiman H. Adamu, Minister of Water 

Resources of Nigeria, explained that Nigeria 

needs three million new latrines every year 

to reach universal basic access by 2030, 

Swachh Bharat Mission 
and the World
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of which only 5% are currently being built. 

He said, “Budgetary support (from the 

government) alone will not do - we need to 

do something drastic.” He shared that the 

Nigerian government has initiated partnerships 

with financial institutions to encourage them 

to provide affordable loans to households 

and sanitation businesses and supported the 

creation of community-level Savings and Credit 

Groups, to provide loans for household latrines. 

Mr. Richard Damania, Lead Economist in 

the World Bank’s Water Practice, outlined 

the arguments for public sector support to 

sanitation, as sanitation is a public good. 

Concluding Technical Plenary of 
the MGISC

“The Swachh Bharat Mission is vital for India 

as well as the world,” said the Hon’ble Vice 

President of India, Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, during 

the closing technical plenary session of the 

MGISC. The Minister of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation, Ms. Uma Bharti; Chief Minister 

of the State of Uttar Pradesh, India, Mr. Yogi 

Adityanath and the Deputy Minister of Water and 

Sanitation, South Africa, Ms. Pamela Tshwete, 

Mr. Hartwig Schafer, Regional Vice President, 

World Bank; Ms. Jean Gough, Regional 

Director, UNICEF and Mr. Parameswaran Iyer, 

Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation also addressed the plenary.

Mr. Naidu said that “the Mission is very 

important in the history of the country, and 

for the history of the globe.” He praised the 

behaviour change focus of the SBM and the 

special role of Swachhagrahis – local sanitation 

champions – in keeping sanitation at the 

forefront in communities across the country. 

The focus has enabled more than 400 million 

people to shun open defecation in the last four 

years. Mr. Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of 

Uttar Pradesh, India, noted that “sanitation is 

important for dignity of all members of society, 

particularly women.” “The story doesn’t end 

with open defecation,” said Ms. Bharti. “We 

look forward to sustaining this cleanliness with 

‘ODF Plus’.” 

“Since India is also now talking 
about ODF plus, I think it is a 
great way to learn about solid 
and liquid waste management 
from them and incorporate the 

same in our country.”

– Mr. Mujeeb Rahman Karimi

Minister of the Rural Rehabilitation and 

Development, Afghanistan

Mr. Parameswaran Iyer said the MGISC 

was a strong testament to India’s collective 

commitment to achieving the SDGs. “I believe 

this international convention will serve as a 

platform for collaboration in the future,” he 

said. Mr. Hartwig Schafer praised the Prime 

Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi, for making 

available the needed funds to ensure sanitation 

for all. He said, “Investing in sanitation is one 

of the best investments we can make in the 

field of development,” while Ms. Jean Gough 

lauded India’s momentum, saying, “We have 

seen the greatest increase in the use of toilets 

in the last one decade because India broke the 

silence and made open defecation a political 

priority.” Ms. Pamela Tshwete said she drew 

inspiration from India’s accomplishments.
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Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Uma Bharti, Vice President of India, Venkaiah Naidu, and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi 
Adityanath, during the concluding Plenary of the MGISC (left to right)

A glimpse from the Ministerial DialoguesCEO, NITI Aayog, Mr. Amitabh Kant, presented the Indian case during 
the Technical Plenary Session on “Sanitation Financing”
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Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, Secretary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres, and Ministers from India and across 
the world - Swachh Bharat Diwas, New Delhi (2nd October 2018) 

The Prime Minister awarded Mata Amritanandmayi on 
Swachh Bharat Day for being the largest contributor to the 
Swachh Bharat Day

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, and UN Secretary General, 
António Guterres, visiting the Digital Exhibition at the main event
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On 2nd October, Mahatma Gandhi’s 149th 

birth anniversary, the Prime Minister of India, 

Mr. Narendra Modi closed the four-day 

international sanitation convention and 

highlighted the importance of the “4 Ps” 

in making the world clean and increasing 

investments in the sector: Political Leadership, 

Public Funding, Partnerships, and People’s 

Participation.

The Prime Minister also visited a digital 

exhibition, accompanied by the Secretary-

General of the United Nations, Mr. António 

Guterres. They were then joined on the dais by 

other Union Ministers from the Government 

of India – Ms. Sushma Swaraj, Minister of 

External Affairs, Sushri Uma Bharti, Minister of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, Mr. Manoj Sinha, 

Minister of State (I/C) of Communications, 

Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) of Housing and Urban 

Affairs, Mr. Ramesh Jigajinagi, Minister of 

State of Drinking Water and Sanitation.

In his remarks, Mr. Guterres said, “All people 

have the right to safe water and sanitation. If 

we are to build resilient societies on a healthy 

planet and achieve the overarching ambition of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

we must tackle this issue urgently, as is being 

done in India.” The Prime Minister emphasised 

the focus placed on cleanliness by Mahatma 

Gandhi. He recalled Mahatma Gandhi’s’ 

Constructive Programme’, published in 1945, 

where rural sanitation was an important subject. 

He said it was Mahatma Gandhi’s inspiration that 

led to the Swachh Bharat Mission. He added 

that, inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, Indians have 

made the Swachh Bharat Mission the world’s 

biggest people’s movement. He said that rural 

sanitation, which stood at 39% in 2014, had 

reached 94%. “More than 500,000 villages are 

now ODF,” he added. He said India is on track 

to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

The dignitaries also released commemorative 

Mahatma Gandhi postage stamps, and an 

international medley rendition of Mahatma 

Gandhi’s favourite hymn – “Vaishnav Jana 

To.” The music video was facilitated by 

the Ministry of External Affairs, which had 

received submissions from over 120 countries 

with their own leading musicians vocalizing 

the lyrics. The Swachh Bharat Awards were 

also distributed on this occasion. The awards 

(Annex 1) were distributed to individuals of all 

ages, organisations, and entrepreneurs who 

made an exceptional contribution to achieving 

a Swachh Bharat.

The event culminated with the signing of the 

Delhi Declaration by the Prime Minister, and 

the United Nations Secretary General, and 

delegates, including the participating Ministers 

of Sanitation, reaffirming their commitment to 

providing access to safe sanitation for all.

“The Indian Prime Minister really 
took the bull by the horns in 

terms of sanitation.”  

– Mr. Bolton Dennis

Assistant Minister for Community 

Service, Ministry of Public Works, Liberia

Swachh Bharat DayDay Four
2nd October 2018
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Young Swachh Bharat Awardees: Seema, Banica Nongrum and P. Sanjeev (left to right)

Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs, 
speaks with Henrietta Fore, Executive Director, UNICEF, and 
Kevin Rudd, Chair, Sanitation and Water for All

Visiting Ministers on Swachh Bharat Day at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan (President’s Estate)
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Annex 1

Awards during Swachh Bharat Diwas Ceremony at the 
Rastrapati Bhawan on 2nd October, 2018

Swachh Bharat Kosh

The Swachh Bharat Kosh is a corpus set up to attract Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds 

and contributions from individuals and philanthropists for the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

The award was given for the maximum contribution made to the Swachh Bharat Kosh by an individual 

citizen since the launch of the SBM in 2014. 

 Mata Amritanandamayi Math, for a contribution of Rs.100 crores 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen

The Swachh Survekshan Grameen ranked all districts of India on the basis of a survey of public 

places, citizens’ perspective of cleanliness, and data available with the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

 Best State (overall) – Haryana

 Best Involvement / Feedback Participation – Uttar Pradesh

 Best Performing District – Satara, Maharashtra

Swachh Bharat Summer Internship 

The Swachh Bharat Summer Internship (SBSI) was organized from May to July 2018. to give college 

students an opportunity to directly participate in the Swachh Bharat Mission and be recognized 

for their work. Over 300,000 students registered for the internship. This internship also helped the 

students gain a better understanding of sanitation as a subject as each of them performed over 

100 hours of sanitation and cleanliness related work at the grassroots. This was one of the ways of 

structurally integrating youth in community development work in rural areas. 

 Best Swachh Bharat Summer Intern (College Student) - Daikho Dominic Shenache & 
Team, Don Bosco College, Manipunr

 Best Swachh Bharat Summer Inter (NYKS) - Samurudhi Mahila Mandali, Pethri, 
Cherkady Village, Brahmavara, Udupi District, Karnataka

Best Letters / Postcards to the Prime Minister

As part of Swachhata Hi Seva, a public participation campaign organised in the run up to 2nd October, 

school children from across the country wrote letters / postcards to the Prime Minister describing 
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their vision for a clean India and highlighting their efforts and plans for improving cleanliness in their 

villages. 

 P. Sanjeev, Class IV, GPS Sendanatham, Zone V, Villanur, Puducherry

 Seema, Class VII, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Awasiya Vidyalaya, Balrampur, Chhattisgarh

 Banica Nongrum, Class V, Ingsaw Govt. IP School, Ingsaw Bhoi, CRC TYRSO, 

Meghalaya

Technology

A sanitation technology innovation competition called ‘Swachh-o-vation’ was held in the run up to 

the MGISC. The top five finalists presented to a jury of sanitation experts during the MGISC, who 

selected a final winner.

 Satyajit Mittal, Founder, SquatEase
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List of Ministers in Attendance at MGISC

 No. Country Name Position 

1 Afghanistan Mujib Rahman Karimi Minister of Rural Rehabilitation and 

Development

2 Angola Joaquim Lourenço 

Manuel

Secretary of State for the Environment

3 Bangladesh A. H. M. Mostafa Kamal Minister of Planning

4 Bhutan Kinley Yangzom Advisor, Ministry of Health

5 Bolivia Julia Verónica Collado 

Alarcón

Vice-Minister of Drinking Water and Basic 

Sanitation

6 Botswana Itumeleng Moipisi Assistant Minister of Land Management, 

Water and Sanitation Services

7 Burkina Faso Niouga Ambroise 

Ouedraogo,

Minister of Water, Water Systems and 

Sanitation

8 Burundi Come Manirakiza Minister of Energy and Mines

9 Cambodia Try Meng Secretary of State, Ministry of Rural 

Development 

10 Central Africa 

Republic

Gontran Djono Ahaba Minister of Energy Development and Water 

Resources

11 Chad Sidick Abdelkerim 

Haggar

Minister of Environment, Water and Fishing 

12 Croatia Mario Siljeg State Secretary, Ministry of Environment 

Protection and Energy

13 Ethiopia Negash Wagesho 

Amencho

State Minister of Water Supply and Sanitation 

Sector

14 Ghana Cecilia Abena Dapaah Minister of Sanitation and Water Resources

15 Ghana Michael Yaw Gyato Deputy Minister of Sanitation and Water 

Resources

16 Grenada Gregory Bowen Minister of Infrastructure Development, 

Public Utilities, Energy, Transport and 

Implementation,

17 Guinea Oyé Guilavogui Minister of State, Ministry of Environment, 

Water and Forests

Annex 2
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 No. Country Name Position 

18 Guinea 

Bissau

Antonio Serifo Embalo Minister of Energy, Industry and Natural 

Resources

19 Indonesia Bambang P S 

Brodjonegoro

Ministry of National Development Planning 

(BAPPENAS)

20 Indonesia Rudy Soeprihadi 

Prawiradinata

Deputy Minister for Regional Development

21 Iran Mohammad 

Sadeghzadeh

Deputy Minister of Energy and Head of the 

Iran Renewable Energy Organization

22 Japan Tadahiko Ito State Minister for the Environment,

23 Kenya Winifred Waceke Guchu Chief Administrative Secretary, Ministry of 

Water & Sanitation

24 Kiribati Ruateki Tekaiara Minister of Infrastructure and Sustainable 

Energy

25 Lesotho Samonyane Ntsekele Minister of Water Affairs

26 Liberia Bolton Dennis Assistant Minister for Community Service, 

Minister of Public Works

27 Madagascar Roland Ravatomanga Minister of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

28 Malawi Atupele Muluzi, MP Minister of Health

29 Maldives Abdul Matheen 

Mohamed

Minister of State for Environment and Energy

30 Malta Silvio Parnis Parliamentary Secretary for Local Government 

and Communities 

31 Mongolia Byambasuren Lamjav Vice Minister of Health

32 Mozambique Victor Tuacuale Vice Minister of Public Works, Housing & 

Water Resources

33 Myanmar Myint Htwe Minister for Health and Sports

34 Nepal Bina Magar Minister of Water Supply

35 Niger Issoufou Katambe Minister of Hydraulics and Sanitation

36 Nigeria Suleiman H. Adamu Minister of Water Resources

37 Palestine Mazen Ghunaim Minister- Head of the Palestinian Water 

Authority

38 Portugal João Pedro Matos 

Fernandes

Minister of Environment

39 Russia Vyacheslav Smolenskiy Deputy Head, Russian Federal Service for 

Surveillance on Consumer Rights Protection 

and Human Wellbeing

40 Senegal Mansour Faye Minister of Hydraulics and Sanitation
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 No. Country Name Position 

41 Sierra Leone Anthony Augustine Sandi Deputy Minister of Health and Sanitation

42 Somalia Mohamed Said Abdilahi Deputy Minister of Health and Human Service

43 South Africa Pamela Tshwete Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation

44 South Sudan Sophia Pal Gai Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation 

45 Sri Lanka Rauff Hakeem Minister of City Planning and Water Supply

46 Sudan Bahr Idriss Abu-Garda Federal Minister for Health

47 The Gambia Isatou Touray Minister of Health and Social Welfare

48 Timor-Leste Bonifacio Mau Coli dos 

Reis

Vice Minister of Health

49 Togo Antoine Lekpa Gbegbeni Ministry of Water, Sanitation and Village 

Hydraulics 

50 Turkmenistan Mammetmyrat 

Geldinyyazov

Minister of Education

51 Uganda Sarah A. Opendi Minister of State for Health (General Duties) 

52 Uzbekistan Hariddin M. Sultonov State Councillor to the President

53 Uzbekistan Ruslan Daveltov Minister of Justice

54 Zambia Dennis Musuku 

Wanchinga

Minister for Water Development, Sanitation 

and Environmental Protection

55 Zimbabwe Peter Haritatos Deputy Minister of Agriculture
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Agenda for the Convention 

29th September - Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra

Inaugural Plenary Session

• Mr. Ram Nath Kovind, President of the Republic of India

• Ms. Uma Bharti, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Housing and Urban 
Affairs l India

• Mr. Ramesh Jigajinagi, Minister of State, Drinking Water and Sanitation l India 

• Mr. Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. D.S. Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs l India

Plenary Session - 1: Political Leadership and Sanitation

• Mr. Arun Jaitley, Minister of Finance l India

• Ms. Uma Bharti, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Kevin Rudd, Former PM of Australia and Chair l Sanitation and Water for All

Plenary Session - 2: Implementing Behaviour Change at Scale

• Ms. Jennifer J. Sara, Director, Water Global Practice l World Bank 

• Mr. Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Roland Ravatomanga, Minister of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene l Madagascar

• Ms. Valerie Curtis, Professor l London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

Parallel Technical Sessions (6)

1. Sanitation as Everyone’s Business  

• Mr. Akshay Rout, Director General, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Ashwani Lohani, Chairman Railway Board l India

• Ms. Therese Dooley, Senior Adviser, WASH l UNICEF

• Swami Chidanand Saraswati and team l Global Interfaith WASH Alliance (GIWA)

2. Strategic Partnerships 

• Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, Chair l India Sanitation Coalition

• Mr. R Venkataraman, Managing Trustee l Tata Trusts

• Mr. A.H.M. Mostafa Kamal, Minister of Planning l Bangladesh 

• Ms. Cheryl Hicks, CEO l Toilet Board Coalition

3. Urban Sanitation and Faecal Sludge Management 

• Mr. Brian Arbogast, Director of WASH l Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

• Mr. D.S. Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs l India

Annex 3
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• Mr. Mansour Faye, Minister of Hydraulics and Sanitation l Senegal

• Ms. Meera Mehta, Professor Emeritus, CEPT University l India

4. Gender and Inclusive Sanitation

• Ms. Yasmin Ali Haque, Representative l UNICEF India

• Ms. Aradhana Pattnaik, Principal Secretary, Jharkhand l India

• Ms. Cecilia Abena Dapaah, Minister of Sanitation and Water Resources l Ghana 

• Ms. Kelly Ann Naylor, Associate Director, Water, Sanitation and Hygiene l UNICEF

5. Sustaining Open Defecation Free Status

• Mr. Arun Baroka, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Ms. Jaspreet Talwar, Secretary DWSS, Punjab l India

• Mr. Rudy Soeprihadi Prawiradinata, Dy Minister of Regional Development l Indonesia

• Ms. Jennifer J. Sara, Director, Water Global Practice l World Bank 

• Mr. Arun M. Kumar, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer l KPMG India

6. Technology and Innovation

• Mr. R. A. Mashelkar, Chairman, High Level Technical Committee, MDWS l India 

• Mr. Bindeshwar Pathak, Founder, Sulabh International l India 

• Mr. Robert Chambers, Professor, IDS, University of Sussex l United Kingdom

• Ms. Sue Coates, Deputy Executive Director l WSSCC

• Mr. Peter Harvey, Chief, Water, Sanitation and Education Centre l UNICEF

30th September – Gujarat

AHMEDABAD, GUJARAT: International delegates visit selected sites related to the life and work 

of Mahatma Gandhi as well as a village visit

1st October -- Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra

Plenary Session - Swachh Bharat and The SDGs

• Ms. Uma Bharti, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Ms. Henrietta H. Fore, Executive Director l UNICEF

• Mr. Devendra Fadnavis, Chief Minister of the State of Maharashtra l India

Ministerial Dialogues

Plenary Session - 3: Sanitation Financing

• Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEO l NITI Aayog

• Mr. Suleiman H. Adamu, Minister of Water Resources l Nigeria

• Mr. Richard Damania, Lead Economist, Water Global Practice l World Bank

Concluding Technical Plenary Session

• Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice-President l Republic of India

• Ms. Uma Bharti, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of the State of Uttar Pradesh l India

• Ms. Pamela Tshwete, Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation l South Africa 

• Mr. Hartwig Schafer, Vice President, South Asia Region l World Bank
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• Ms. Jean Gough, Regional Director l UNICEF 

• Mr. Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

2nd October – Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre

Swachh Bharat Diwas Main Event

• Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister l Republic of India

• Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General l United Nations

• Ms. Sushma Swaraj, Minister of External Affairs l India

• Ms. Uma Bharti, Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation l India

• Mr. Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Housing and Urban 
Affairs l India

• Mr. Manoj Sinha, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Communications l India

• Mr. Ramesh Jigajinagi, Minister of State, Drinking Water and Sanitation l India
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Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, and the UN Secretary General, António Guterres, at the MGISC on Swachh Bharat Day, 2nd October 2018
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