
sh
June | 21  Edition | Year 2022

Jal Jeevan
Samvad



1
st

Jal Jeevan Samvad | 21  Edition | June 2022

Editor-in-Chief
Vikas Sheel

Addi�onal Secretary &
Mission Director, NJJM

Editor
Manoj Kumar Sahoo

Director

Editorial Team

K.K. Pant

Rachna Gahilote Bisht

Amit Kumar Ranjan

Maansi Shah

Arpan De Sarkar

Lopamudara Panda

Design: Arif Khan

21�� Edi�on
June 2022

Na�onal Jal Jeevan Mission
New Delhi - 110 003

e - mail: njjm-ddws@gov.in 

© JalJeevanMission-2022

Contents

Prime Minister on Jal Jeevan 
Mission ......................................1

Note from the desk of Addi�onal 
Secretary & Mission Director
- Vikas Sheel .................................2

JJM Progress

Progressive coverage -
Func�onal Household Tap 
Connec�on (FHTC) .......................3

Compara�ve FHTC coverage
status of States/ UTs.....................3

Coverage of Schools/ AWCs .........5

Ar�cles

Two missions for change
- Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.......6

Har Ghar Jal – Improving health, 
nutri�on and quality of life
- Liby Johnson.............................7

Assam: Empowering women and 
children for clean drinking water
- Dr. Gautam Kumar Sarma.........9

Odisha and Kerala: Rising from 
the ashes: the journey of two 
village communi�es
- Marije Broekhuijsen and
 Mahima Vashisht....................10

Punjab: Sahibzada Ajit Singh 
Nagar: Technology for user charge.
- DWSS, Punjab.........................12

Prime Minister
on

Jal Jeevan Mission

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Monsoon is continuously progressing in our country. Rain is 

increasing in many states. This is also the time to make 

special efforts in the direction of 'water' and 'water 

conservation'. In our country, for centuries, this 

responsibility has been taken by the society together.

We can create a similar sense of awareness about our water 

bodies by connecting them with music and other social 

programs. Water conservation is actually life conservation. 

You must have seen, nowadays, how many 'river festivals' 

are being held! Whichever water sources are there in your 

cities, you must organize one event or the other.

PM's Mann Ki Baat, 26�� June, 2022

...On an average, every month 18 lakh 

households provided clean tap water 

under Har Ghar Jal.

PM Sh. Narendra Modi at Munich, Germany

Andhra Pradesh: Drinking water 
supply in tribal village
- Rachna Gahilote Bisht ............13

Ac�on plan for greywater 
management
- Madhuri Shukla ......................14

Union Minister of Jal Shak� at 
Dushanbe Water Process ...........17

Two-day Na�onal workshop at 
Bhubaneswar .............................18

JJM: ac�on on the ground ........20

Snippets ...................................21



1
st

Jal Jeevan Samvad | 21  Edition | June 2022

Editor-in-Chief
Vikas Sheel

Addi�onal Secretary &
Mission Director, NJJM

Editor
Manoj Kumar Sahoo

Director

Editorial Team

K.K. Pant

Rachna Gahilote Bisht

Amit Kumar Ranjan

Maansi Shah

Arpan De Sarkar

Lopamudara Panda

Design: Arif Khan

21�� Edi�on
June 2022

Na�onal Jal Jeevan Mission
New Delhi - 110 003

e - mail: njjm-ddws@gov.in 

© JalJeevanMission-2022

Contents

Prime Minister on Jal Jeevan 
Mission ......................................1

Note from the desk of Addi�onal 
Secretary & Mission Director
- Vikas Sheel .................................2

JJM Progress

Progressive coverage -
Func�onal Household Tap 
Connec�on (FHTC) .......................3

Compara�ve FHTC coverage
status of States/ UTs.....................3

Coverage of Schools/ AWCs .........5

Ar�cles

Two missions for change
- Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.......6

Har Ghar Jal – Improving health, 
nutri�on and quality of life
- Liby Johnson.............................7

Assam: Empowering women and 
children for clean drinking water
- Dr. Gautam Kumar Sarma.........9

Odisha and Kerala: Rising from 
the ashes: the journey of two 
village communi�es
- Marije Broekhuijsen and
 Mahima Vashisht....................10

Punjab: Sahibzada Ajit Singh 
Nagar: Technology for user charge.
- DWSS, Punjab.........................12

Prime Minister
on

Jal Jeevan Mission

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Monsoon is continuously progressing in our country. Rain is 

increasing in many states. This is also the time to make 

special efforts in the direction of 'water' and 'water 

conservation'. In our country, for centuries, this 

responsibility has been taken by the society together.

We can create a similar sense of awareness about our water 

bodies by connecting them with music and other social 

programs. Water conservation is actually life conservation. 

You must have seen, nowadays, how many 'river festivals' 

are being held! Whichever water sources are there in your 

cities, you must organize one event or the other.

PM's Mann Ki Baat, 26�� June, 2022

...On an average, every month 18 lakh 

households provided clean tap water 

under Har Ghar Jal.

PM Sh. Narendra Modi at Munich, Germany

Andhra Pradesh: Drinking water 
supply in tribal village
- Rachna Gahilote Bisht ............13

Ac�on plan for greywater 
management
- Madhuri Shukla ......................14

Union Minister of Jal Shak� at 
Dushanbe Water Process ...........17

Two-day Na�onal workshop at 
Bhubaneswar .............................18

JJM: ac�on on the ground ........20

Snippets ...................................21



Note from the desk of

Additional Secretary & Mission Director…

New Delhi 
30 June, 2022�� 

Ensuring regular water supply during natural disasters is vital. Different parts of the country, especially State of Assam is reeling under 
heavy rains and floods during this monsoon season. To ensure that the prevailing situa�on does not hamper the water supply, States 
must take immediate steps to ensure uninterrupted drinking water supply. In view of this, we have issued an advisory, wherein 5% of 
alloca�on of funds under Jal Jeevan Mission can be u�lized for restora�on and repair of water supply works that are disrupted during 
natural calami�es and that people con�nue to have access to clean drinking water even during such periods. Simultaneously, there is 
need for be�er preparedness with respect to climate-resilient water supply structures as well as immediate recovery process in case of 
disrup�on of supplies.

During 8-10 June, 2022, a na�onal workshop was held in Bhubaneshwar, Odisha to discuss challenges, find possible solu�ons to the 
implementa�on issues faced by States/ UTs and plan the way forward. Among the issues raised by par�cipa�ng States/ UTs that in 
recent �mes States/ UTs are facing difficul�es in awarding and expedi�ng works because of rise in prices of raw materials, mainly HDPE 
and DI pipes, etc., which has badly affected the pace of provision of tap water supply in villages. A�er consulta�on with various 
stakeholders, we have made an amendment in the guidelines, which will certainly help in expedi�ng implementa�on. Now, States/ UTs 
need to fast-track the water supply works. The process of clearances required from various Ministries/ Departments need to be 
pursued for early resolu�on and upload the clearances required from Central Agencies on IMIS wherever issues are not ge�ng 
resolved.

As reported, the prices of raw materials are now ge�ng stabilized, and therefore, all pending works must be expedited. States/ UTs to 
thensure that DPR prepara�on, tendering, award of works of all schemes to be completed by 30  September, so that focus could be 

channelized for speedy execu�on of works to ensure �mebound comple�on of the mission by 2024.

To protect the village community from water-borne diseases, it is crucial to test the quality of water at drinking water sources during 
this monsoon season. Community-based water quality surveillance is key to ensure safe and clean drinking water for all. If quality 
issues are detected, immediate remedial ac�on must be ensured by States/ UTs.

JJM is catalysing a change at village level by involving the local village community in different aspects of planning, implementa�on, and 
opera�on & maintenance. Therefore, it is important that the States leverage the capaci�es of the Key Resource Centres (KRCs) 
assigned to them for capacity building of Gram Panchayats and Village Water & Sanita�on Commi�ees, so that they can work as local 
public u�li�es effec�vely. Similarly, skilling of local people in trades – plumbers, electricians, pump operators, masons, motor 
mechanics, should also be priori�sed.

Despite our best efforts for 'Har Ghar Jal' (HGJ) declara�on/ cer�fica�on, it is not yet gaining momentum. We urge all the States/ UTs to 
take up HGJ cer�fica�on in campaign mode and ensure that cer�ficates along with videos are uploaded on JJM-IMIS.

IEC campaigns for community awareness on various aspects of water  as well as Jal Jeevan Mission and Jal Shak� Abhiyan is the need of 
the hour. IEC campaigns and outreach of Mission works in the community, will make villagers come forward to make JJM, truly a 'Jan 
Andolan'.

As per the provision in the guidelines, for in-village water supply infrastructure and related source development to be implemented by 
GP/ VWSC will contribute 5% of the capital cost in cash/ kind/ labour in hilly and forested areas, North-East and Himalayan States and 
villages having more than 50% SCs and/ or STs popula�on and 10% of the capital cost in other villages. We have issued a clarifica�on for 
the same to States/ UTs. All out efforts to be made by States/ UTs for community mobiliza�on for the long-term sustainability of water 
supply schemes.

During his recent visit to Munich, Germany, Hon'ble Prime Minister proudly men�oned about the progress made under JJM that about 
18 lakh rural households are provided tap water supply every month. In the first quarter of 2022-23, about 38.75 lakh households have 
been provided with tap water connec�ons. Good progress was noted in the last few days, and we must con�nue and build on this 
momentum by pu�ng up extra efforts and by ensuring that various works planned for the year 2022-23 are implemented with a sense 
of urgency. 

[Vikas Sheel]
 Addl. Secretary & Mission Director

Na�onal Jal Jeevan Mission
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Source: JJM-IMIS

thAs on 30  June, 2022
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Two missions for change

- Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, 
Union Minister, Jal Shakti

Many have likely heard the 
parable about a bundle of 
s�cks. Its premise is that 

one s�ck may break but when many 
s�cks are bundled together, it's 
impossible to break the stack. This 
story taught us the power of unity. 
Another word for unity is conver-
gence — when ideas, projects and 
schemes merge, miracles happen. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a 
flagbearer of this idea.

The late Arun Jaitley introduced 
convergence as one of the primary 
opera�ng principles of the govern-
ment in his first budget speech. At the 
Jal Shak� Ministry, we have tried to 
put this concept to the test. The best 
exhibi�on of this can be found in the 
ways in which the Jal Jeevan Mission 

and Swachh Bharat Mission work in 
tandem, one enabling the other.

During the first term of this govern-
ment, the Swachh Bharat Mission 
was launched to stop the scourge of 
open defeca�on. More than 10 crore 
toilets, a record, were built, but this 
accomplishment could have been 
difficult had the government not had 
the foresight to build the toilets on a 
twin-pit design that has in-situ 
treatment of faecal sludge. Now, 
providing tap water connec�ons 
through the Jal Jeevan Mission is 
among the  government 's  top 
priori�es. Over 9.6 crore rural 
households get tap water supply; 
notably, more than 6.36 crore 
households have been provided tap 
water connec�ons since PM Modi 

announced the programme in August 
2019.

The Jal Jeevan Mission faces a 
challenge similar to that faced by the 
Swachh Bharat Mission — managing 
grey water discharge. About 70 per 
cent of all household water turns into 
grey water, which if untreated leads 
to undesirable consequences. This is 
where the concept of convergence 
comes in.

The Jal Jeevan Mission is catalysing 
change at the grass roots level by 
reserving 50 percent seats for women 
in village and water sanita�on 
commi�ees. They are encouraged to 
get involved in every aspect of 
planning, implementa�on, manage-
ment and opera�on of vi l lage 
drinking-water supply schemes. In 
every village, at least five women 
have been entrusted with water 
quality surveillance and many of 
them have been trained as plumbers, 
mechanics and pump operators. 
These pioneering women are sure to 
influence others who could take over 
jobs generally monopolised by men.

Read more at:
h�ps://indianexpress.com/ar�cle/o
pinion/columns/two-missions-for-
change-7961349/

This ar�cle first appeared in the print 
edi�on of the Indian Express on June 
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thought that came to one's mind 
every day in the morning. We woke 
up to the task of walking with pots 
and look for water to start the day. 
Most part of the day, was spent 
stading in a queue wai�ng for my 
turn. Mul�ple rounds were taken 
throughout the day to meet the daily 
needs. In summers  8-10 rounds were 
taken in the day. For bathing and 
washing clothes I had to walk 2 kms to 
Jhagada river. But we had no choice? 
We needed water so distance cannot 
be measured.”

Rashmi Rekha Mohanta and her 
friend Jayan� Mohanta, went door-
to-door explaining the benefits of 
'Har Ghar Jal' programme which 
would provide piped water within the 
household. Ini�ally Rashmi and 
Jayan� did not receive much support 
from family and the community but 
with �me women from the village 
joined as they were the primary 
sufferers in �me of water scarcity. For 
centures, the task of collec�ng water 
has been assigned to the women. 
Men did not pay heed to the 
programme as for them it was a social 
form for genera�ons, where it was 
the woman's responsibility to fetch 
water for drnking, cooking, cleaning, 
and washing and so the prac�ce 
should con�nue as always. Few 
others from the community thought 
spending money on installing tap 
water connec�on unnecessary and a 
wasteful expenditure. With women 
joining the movement, both Rashmi 
and Jayan� persuaded on forma�on 
of a village water and sanita�on Young girl fetching water from tap

- Liby Johnson
Executive Director,

Gram Vikas, Odisha

Today, over 50 percent of the 
rural popula�on is ge�ng 
water through taps. 9.68 crore 

out of the 19.19 crore rural house-
holds in India have been provided a 
tap connec�on in their houses. This is 
a three-fold increase in coverage 
since the launch of the Mission on 

th15   August, 2019. Odisha, is inching 
close to the na�onal average by 
proving tap water in over 48% rural 
households which was only 3.51% at 
the �me of the start of the Mission.

Piped water connec�on at home was 
a distant dream for most people in 
India especially in far flung remote 
villages. Consistent effort made by 
various State government with 
support from non-governmental 
organisa�ons goes on to show how 
grit and determina�on can help up 
achieve what was considered an 
impossible task by many.. 'Har Ghar 
Jal' has assigned an important role to 

the Panchayats and the communi�es 
in  p lann ing ,  implementa�on, 
opera�on and maintenance of the 
water supply structures.

Women are performing leadership 
role in ensuring that safe water 
becomes a reality for which a 5-
w o m e n  c o m m i � e e  h a s  b e e n 
cons�tuted to undertake water 
quality tests from �me-to-�me using 
Field Test Kits (FTKs). 

The experience of Ghodaghaguri 
village in Mayurbhanj district of 
Odisha bears tes�mony to this. 
Rashmi Rekha Mahanta, who is the 
President of the Village Water and 
Sanita�on Commi�ee recounts how 
they managed to get pipe water 
supply in their homes.  “Nearly 900 
people in their village were depend-
ant on three tubewells where water 
could be found 200 meters below the 
ground. Fetching water was the only 
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Two missions for change
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from family and the community but 
with �me women from the village 
joined as they were the primary 
sufferers in �me of water scarcity. For 
centures, the task of collec�ng water 
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others from the community thought 
spending money on installing tap 
water connec�on unnecessary and a 
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proving tap water in over 48% rural 
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achieve what was considered an 
impossible task by many.. 'Har Ghar 
Jal' has assigned an important role to 

the Panchayats and the communi�es 
in  p lann ing ,  implementa�on, 
opera�on and maintenance of the 
water supply structures.

Women are performing leadership 
role in ensuring that safe water 
becomes a reality for which a 5-
w o m e n  c o m m i � e e  h a s  b e e n 
cons�tuted to undertake water 
quality tests from �me-to-�me using 
Field Test Kits (FTKs). 

The experience of Ghodaghaguri 
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ant on three tubewells where water 
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commi�ee so that issues pertaining 
to water could be discussed in village 
mee�ngs. A�er a year of hard work, 
residents of the village agreed to build 
a water supply system in their village.

Jayan� Mahanta, could not hide her 
excitement, “This is like a dream 
come true. With tap water connec-
�on reaching my home I can cook 
meals and serve food to my family on 
�me. My son can �mely a�end his 
coaching classes in the morning. I am 
able to cook breakfast now. Earlier 
my morning hour was spect in 
fetching water. Now I have �me to 
rear and look a�er my goats. I am 
planning to increase my livestock for 
which will add to the family income”.

Village community led by the VWSC 
ensures that water supply infrastruc-
ture is properly maintained.

Nuasahi village of Ganjam district in 
Odisha, is inhabited by Kondh 
adivasis. Here as the piped water 
supply was provided in rural house-
hold it was decided to collect the user 
fee on annual basis. It was observed 
that people had cash in mind post 
harvest and would pay Rs 500/-. But 
soon it was realized that it was 
difficult to collect bulk payment, 
therefore the villagers switched to 
monthly collec�on of ₹ 30 as user fee. 
The task of collec�ng the User fee 
was assigned to women' self-help 
groups (SHGs) in the village. The SHGs 
collect the money every month 

th thbetween 13  to 16   (Odia Sankran�). 
For ten months, the village gets piped 
water from spring source, fed by 
gravity. During these months the 
electricity charges are only about ₹ 
150 per month. In peak summer 
months, the water is pumped from a 
borewell, which results in higher 
consump�on of electricity shoo�ng 
up the bill to ₹ 1000 per month. The 
water charges are decided keeping 
these varying costs in mind.

The VWSC of Chasa Kanamana village 
in Ganjam, has put in place strong 

systems for managing the water 
supply system. The Commi�ee has an 
office where records are properly 
maintained and kept. A booklet has 
been provided to eevery household 
which details out the record user fee 
paid. The user fee is collected every 
month on Sankran� during general 
body mee�ng. The user fee varies 
from ₹ 30 to ₹ 100 every month, 
depending on the size of the house-
hold and consump�on of water. The 
villages has a system of 'late fee' for 
delayed payment which encourages 
people to make the payments on 
�me.  Dasarath Pradhan, Secretary of 
the VWSC, says “We have put in a 
system. Our pump operator never 
switches on the pump when the 
voltage is low even if the water tank is 
empty. Precau�ons taken during 
opera�ng the water supply system 
helps in  longevity of the pump ”.

The VWSC also takes steps to address 
maintenance issues. A 10 HP pump in 
Tamana village in Ganjam district 
failed twice. The first �me the VWSC 
spent ₹ 17,000 for repairs, but it did 
not last long. A�er the second 
b rea kd ow n  V WSC  d ec id ed  to 
purchase a new pump for which ₹ 
70,000 was spent. In both cases, 
money from the maintenance fund 
available with the VWSC was used 
which was collected from the villages 
on monthly basis.

Another area where piped water 
supply is contribu�ng is availability of 
fresh vegetables at home. In villages 
the waste water is channelized to 
irrigate the kitchen garden in the 
backyard. It has helped in recharging 
the groundwater table and improve 
nutri�on of children and family. With 
availability of water, dependance on 
market for vegetables has reduced 
which has reduced household 
expenditure on food items.

The experience of Chandrakala Mallik 
from Mandapathar village in Ganjam 
district is tes�mony to this develop-
ment. Here is what she has to 

say,“Before I started growing vegeta-
bles in my backyard, I used to walk up 
to four kilometres to buy vegetables 
from the weekly haat. It was �resome 
and difficult carrying two bags of 
vegetables every week. My husband 
works as a daily wage labourer and 
walks long distances to look for work 
in other villages. By growing the 
vegetables at home I have reduced 
the expenditure. Earlier I used to 
spend nearly ₹₹300 every week on 
vegetables. This has improved our 
intake of green vegetables. As water 
is available we now grow vegetables 
of our choice. In am sure it will 
improve our health..” 

Jal Jeevan Mission is going beyond 
the mandate of ensuring piped water 
to the rural households. It has the 
poten�al to become a Jan Andolan 
for improved health, nutri�on and 
quality of life, where rural communi-
�es are provided with the opportu-
nity to control and manage their own 
development process. 

As the Mission moves forward to 
reach every rural home from 50% to 
100% by 2024, there are certain areas 
where implementa�on needs to be 
strengthened. Technological provi-
sion and management models have 
to be designed in a way that they are 
within the reach and capability of the 
rural communi�es to operate and 
manage. As demand for water 
increases, there will be excessive 
stress on the scarce groundwater 
resources. Source sustainability 
measures have to be integrated into 
the Mission. Gram Panchayats are 
expected to play a crucial role in 
owning and managing the water 
supply infrastructure as they will in 
future be its custodians. Stronger 
pla�orms of convergence between 
user groups and the Gram Panchayats 
have to be created, where ci�zens 
can engage with their local govern-
ments to hold them accountable for 
quality, quan�ty and assured supply 
of water.                                                 

Empowering women and children
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Assam is blessed with abun-
dant water resources, large 
p e r e n n i a l  r i v e r s  l i k e 

Brahmaputra and its many tributaries 
and other water bodies, due to which 
water availability is not an issue in 
most parts of the State. However, 
geogenic contamina�on of ground-
water is a serious challenge as more 
than permissible limit of Arsenic and 
Fluoride was found in few districts of 
Assam, making water quality tes�ng 
not an op�on but a priority. To 
address this, the Mission Directorate 
—JJM, with the support of UNICEF, 
designed a strategy to involve women 
on sensi�zing community on water 
quality. 

Water quality —Assam scenario

Women are not only one of the 
primary beneficiaries under the JJM, 
but the government also views them 
as the guardians of this project by 
empowering them, especially with 
the task of water quality surveillance 
work. As of March 2022, about 37 

thousand women were trained in 
Assam for WQMS ac�vi�es resul�ng 
in the tes�ng of 2.5 lakh samples. 
However, despite this achievement, it 
was noted that the desired result 
could not be achieved as women 
were reluctant to test water quality 
using FTKs in some pockets. 

People in  Assam most ly  have 
adequate water at their disposal at 
the household level. Therefore, to 
make the people more invested in 
water quality has to be by intensifying 
i n f o r m a � o n ,  e d u c a � o n  a n d 
communica�on (IEC) and inter-
personal  communica�on ( IPC) 
ac�vi�es by making people aware of 
the health impact of long-term 
consump�on of contaminated water. 
Another factor contribu�ng to the 
less samples tested for water quality 
monitoring is that the people of 
Assam are s�ll not very concerned 
about the safety of the water they 
consume given that the public 
sample tes�ng in PHED laboratories is 

- Dr. Gautam Kumar Sarma,
 JJM Assam and

Tithal Parmar, 
UNICEF Assam

School Children being taught about Water Quality Testing
importance and steps of Water Quality Testing in schools

Assam

s�ll very low compared to depart-
mental sample tes�ng.

UNICEF's interven�ons and 
process of interven�on

UNICEF designed a strategy to 
sensi�ze community on water quality 
tes�ng as well as promote laborato-
ries under PHED. To harness the 
power of the youth and sensi�ze the 
community on water quality tes�ng, 
an innova�ve strategy was ini�ated in 
A s s a m ,  i n  co l l a b o ra� o n  w i t h 
educa�on department, to involve 
school children in water quality 
tes�ng.  F i rst ,  schools  wi l l  be 
iden�fied, and a group of students, 

th thmainly from class 9  and 10 , along 
with a science teacher will visit their 
nearest PHED laboratories as part of 
their field visit. Training will be also 
provided on using FTKs for water 
quality tes�ng, in the laboratory. The 
school children will test various water 
sources and keep record. A�er the 
project period is over, they will 
submit a project report and with all 
the FTK data. The laboratory will 
analyse the data and take necessary 
r e m e d i a l  a c � o n  a g a i n s t  a n y 
contamina�on and report back to the 
school so that children can observe 
that their study has resulted in 
change. For this, a standard opera�ng 
procedure (SOP) and repor�ng 
format has been designed and shared 
with the educa�on department. The 
key goal is that with increased 
awareness the FTK tes�ng in villages 
will become a common prac�ce over 
�me.                                                       
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that people had cash in mind post 
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soon it was realized that it was 
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therefore the villagers switched to 
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gravity. During these months the 
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borewell, which results in higher 
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these varying costs in mind.
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office where records are properly 
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been provided to eevery household 
which details out the record user fee 
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primary beneficiaries under the JJM, 
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O
thn the night of 8  August, 2018, 

i t  r a i n e d  s o  h e a v i l y  i n 
Wayanad district of Kerala 

t h a t  t h e  t r i b a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Kanjiramkadu hamlet was cut off 
en�rely from nearby villages due to 
landslides. The community had to flee 
their homes and set up camp at the 
nearest government relief camp. 
When they got back home a�er the 
floods, their first concern was drinking 
water, as they had relied on springs for 
all livelihood and domes�c water use, 
but all spring water sources were now 
contaminated.

rdOn 3  May, 2019, Badabanakudi —a 
small village on the banks of Lake 
Chilka in Puri district of Odisha —was 
ravaged by the fury of Cyclone Fani. 
En�re villages were wiped away. Lakh 
of toilets were also destroyed in the 
disaster, forcing people to defecate in 
the open or use community toilets in 
the government's cyclone rescue 
shelters. Badabanakudi had proudly 
declared itself Open Defeca�on Free 
(ODF) just 18 months ago but was now 
back to square one.

Water, sanita�on and hygiene (WASH) 
and disaster management are two 
closely linked sectors, which have deep 
impact on each other. WASH services 
provided under successful flagship 
missions like the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) and Swachh Bharat Mission 
(SBM) are threatened during disasters. 
Toilets and water pipelines are broken 
or washed away, leaving beneficiaries 
—once again —without access to clean 
drinking water and toilets.

At the same �me, when a disaster 
strikes, one of the first things that a 
displaced refugee popula�on needs is 
access to clean drinking and potable 
water, and clean, func�oning toilets 
with handwashing. The COVID-19 
pandemic has further underscored the 
need for WASH access to curtail the 
spread of diseases. 

As es�mated by the Kerala Floods 2018 
Post Disaster Needs Assessment 
(PDNA), damage was reported in 372 
rural water schemes under the Kerala 
Water Authority (KW A), and 583 rural 
schemes under the Jalanidhi Project. 
The KWA es�mated that 20% of the 

State's popula�on —or 67 lakh people 
—were affected. 3.17 lakh shallow 
wells were damaged, affec�ng 14 lakh 
people. 95,146 household toilets were 
substan�ally damaged, depriving 4 
lakh people of sanita�on services. 
About 2.68 lakh solid waste manage-
ment (SWM) units were damaged, 
depriving 27 lakh people of SWM 
services. The cost for immediate 
reconstruc�on of WASH infrastructure 
was es�mated to be Rs. 1,331 Crore.

Similarly, the Fani PDNA es�mated that 
1,088 piped water supply schemes 
(49%) suffered structural, mechanical, 
and electrical damage in rural areas. 
About 1,00,926 (18.9%) toi lets 
constructed under SBM were dam-
aged. The total damage to rural WASH 
infrastructure was es�mated to be Rs. 
99 Crore. 

Fortunately, the communi�es of 
Kanjiramkadu and Badabenakudi 
chose to not give up, even in the face of 
such terrible adversity.

Lakshmi, 50, belongs to the aboriginal 
tribe Kurucha from the hilly district of 

Before Rehabilitation Filtering UnitAfter Rehabilitation

- Marije Broekhuijsen,
WASH Specialist, and

Mahima Vashisht,
Emergency WASH Coordinator, 

UNICEF India

Wayanad in north Kerala. On the night 
of the floods, her family of five was 
caught unawares and her small brick 
and mud house was swept down the 
slopes, carrying away all their belong-
ings. When Lakshmi's family returned 
to the village from the relief camp, the 
open well next to their home and all 
spring-wells in the village were 
contaminated by runoff water, animal 
carcass, and septage spills. 

A�er a week, local self-government 
departments started cleaning and 
chlorina�ng the springs and open 
wel l s .  But  the  water  turb id i ty 
remained high. Lakshmi and her 
daughter-in-law went out in search of 
drinking water and found clean water 
about 1 km from their home. It was a 
long journey to make every �me the 
family ran out of water. 

Lakshmi was an ac�ve member of a 
local self-help group under the Tribal 
Development Program run by the 
Wayanad Social Services Society 
(WSSS). She contacted WSSS to help 
revive her open well. However, WSSS 
was more focused then on providing 
relief material to camps. 

In the mean�me, the UNICEF Odisha 
team suppor�ng the emergency 
response came forward to invest in 
WASH rehabilita�on and resilience. 
They approached WSSS with an offer to 
support community-managed efforts 
like the one Lakshmi was proposing. A 
beneficiary commi�ee was formed 
with one member from each family 
and one Gram Panchayat (GP) mem-
ber, and Lakshmi as the Secretary. With 
the support of WSSS and the GP, the 
beneficiaries cleaned the spring-well 
near their house themselves. They 
built a wall around the spring-well for 
long-term disaster resilience and 
installed a net to cover the water. A 
1,000-litre filtra�on tank was built with 
their labour downstream the spring, 
and a 10,000-litre storage tank 
constructed downhill such that water 
could flow into it through gravity. 

The families now have access to clean 
drinking water from the no-cost 

community managed system. The 
ownership of the spring-based water 
supply scheme has been handed over 
to beneficiary commi�ee which will 
manage its opera�on and mainte-
nance with the GP. The rehabilitated 
springs and wells in the hamlet of 
Kanjiramkadu became models to 
s h o w c a s e  c o m m u n i t y - o w n e d , 
sustainable, and disaster resilient 
rehabilita�on in the state.

In Badabenakudi, Odisha too, it was 
the women —ASHA (Accredited Social 
Health Ac�vist) workers, Anganwadi 
workers (AWWs), and school teachers 
—who brought people together to 
promote ac�on, however, it was not 
smooth sailing from the start. At first, 
the VWSC —made up almost en�rely 
of men —was unwilling to allow 
women to par�cipate in decision 
making. Commi�ee mee�ngs were 
typically dominated by male leaders, 
with few women in a�endance. When 
consulted at home, the women 
expressed a willingness to support 
WASH interven�ons. The VWSC was 
convinced by social organiza�ons like 
UNICEF to be more inclusive in their 
d ec i s io n -mak in g  p ro cess .  T h i s 
subsequently led to the rise of the 
women leaders who then involved all 
sec�ons of the community.

The VWSC began reconstruc�on of 
broken sanita�on facili�es, star�ng 
with retrofi�ng toilets in the poorest 
and worst-affected households. 
Women members of the VWSC formed 
a watch team to discourage people 
from open defeca�on by visi�ng the 
forest area in early morning and late 
evenings. Badabenakudi village, which 
had previously been ODF, embraced 
the community approach to sanita�on 
(CAS) to once again achieve ODF status 
within the community. The community 
also maintained water supplies, 
ensuring that water points were clean 
and func�onal. They ensured that taps 
at piped supplies were opera�ng. 
These interven�ons were well-
supported by the government in terms 
of water supply and the chlorina�on of 
hand pump tube wells. 

The ASHAs and AWWs created 
awareness about food and water 
hygiene, water-supply protec�on, 
vector-borne disease control, and 
waste disposal. The GKS (Gaon Kalyan 
Sami�) highlighted the importance of 
safe WASH behaviours (hand washing 
with soap, cleaning buckets, covering 
water pots, cleaning latrines, etc.), 
especially targe�ng youth.

The stories of Kanjiramkadu and 
Badabenakudi are only two among 
several shining examples of commu-
nity-led ini�a�ves helping communi-
�es not only rebuild their WASH 
infrastructure but do so in a disaster-
resilient way to mi�gate the effects of a 
future disaster. For such efforts to be 
sustainable, the emergency interven-
�on must have the ac�ve involvement 
a n d  p a r � c i p a� o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l 
community across the en�re process, 
inc luding d isaster  assessment, 
response planning, and implementa-
�on.

Inves�ng in local trusted community 
members - such as ASHA workers, 
AWWs, school teachers, SHGs, local 
youth,  and direct  beneficiar ies 
—creates key influencers within the 
community and ensures sustainability. 
The interven�ons in Kanjiramkadu and 
Badabenakudi showcase the impor-
tance of empowering the community 
in building local resilience. They also 
highlight the importance of developing 
and implemen�ng disaster and climate 
resilient infrastructural designs and 
investments to mi�gate the wrath of 
disasters in such vulnerable communi-
�es. 

As disasters increase in frequency as 
well as severity due to climate change, 
it is �me to develop a concerted 
na�onal strategy for sustaining WASH 
services in the face of disasters, 
keeping these lessons in mind. This will 
require not  only  swi� disaster 
response, but also disaster prepared-
ness, mi�ga�on, and resilience built in 
peace �me through community 
par�cipa�on.                                           

Rising from the ashes: the journey
of two village communities

Odisha and Kerala
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Bringing the ease of opera�on 
and record keeping in water 
bill genera�on and collec�on, 

the Department of Water Supply and 
Sanita�on (DWSS) in Punjab has 
introduced an online billing and 
payment system for 157 villages in 
SAS Nagar , Punjab. This is expected 
to systema�cally transform the  
water bill collec�on system in the 
State making it simple, effec�ve, 
faster and secure.

Rural consumers in the State are 
availing the feature of receiving their 
water supply bills through SMS on 
their registered mobile numbers and 
the op�on to pay it through a secured 
link.

The driving force behind this ini�a�ve 
was to make the bill payment process 
accessible at the consumer’s door-
step to save their �me and effort put 
in the tradi�onal payment methods. 
Under this system, EDC machines are 
also used to generate bills, collect 
payment in cash or through digital 

modes of UPI, debit or credit card and  
generate the payment receipts.

The system is also designed to 
maintain the opera�on & mainte-
nance (O&M) records fed in the 
device. The system is based on cloud 
technology for effec�vely collec�ng, 
preserving and upda�ng data on real 
�me basis for a tenure of 10 years.

The customised billing and O&M 
records keeping system is generated 
by HDFC Bank. The bank has also 
provided the EDC handheld machines 
and training to every revenue 
collector of DWSS. 

Gram Panchayat Water & Sanita�on 
Commi�ees (GPWSCs) along with the 
staff of DWSS are now scaling up its 
implementa�on across villages in the 
state. DWSS field officers, members 
of IEC & social team and  the state 
revenue officials are promo�ng its 
implementa�on across villages in the 
state as an efficient billing system. 
This interven�on has led to increase 

in revenue collec�on considerably as 
well as the number of water connec-
�ons. The new system has also 
generated local employment of 
revenue collectors. 

This measure has helped Punjab in 
establishing a more consumer 
friendly and an efficient billing and 
collec�on system, which is already in 
opera�on in the villages of SAS Nagar. 
The system takes full advantage of IT 
driven opportuni�es for easy and 
efficient working of the village 
schemes.                                               

Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar:
Technology for user charge

Punjab

Collection of user charges by using smart POS machines

157 villages
linked with digital payment

20% increase
In revenue collection

100% households
Paying bills through online
payment

- Department of Water Supply & 
Sanitation, Punjab

Drinking water supply
in tribal village
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A  re m o te  t r i b a l  v i l l a ge , 
Pa n ta l a c h i n ta  i n  A l l u r i 
Seetaram Raju district of 

Andhra Pradesh has received water 
under Jal Jeevan Mission. The village 
has 32 households with 136 people, 
where except for one household all 
other families residing are tribals who 
depend on Podu (a tradi�onal system 
of cul�va�on used by tribes in India, 
whereby different areas of jungle 
forest are cleared by burning each 
year to provide land for crops) 
cul�va�on for livelihood. Since 
farming only provides seasonal 
employment, many people in the 
village work as labour rest of the year.

Lack of water was a major concern for 
the people as they only had access to. 
public stand posts and nearby pond 
which had contaminated water. As 
the pond was some distance away 
from the habita�on, everyday walk 
for the resident was approximately 5 
km. Women and girls were forced to 
take mul�ple rounds carrying water 
filled pots to meet their daily 
household requirements. 

With the launch of 'Har Ghar Jal' 
programme, the district administra-
�on reached out to the people of 
Pantalachinta village informing them 
about the scheme. The villagers were 
overjoyed to hear and agreed to 

follow the steps required as per JJM 
guidelines. A transect walk was 
organised and a Village Water and 
Sanita�on Commi�ee (VWSC) was 
formed. With the help of engineers 
and department officials, an in-
village water supply scheme was 
developed. A spring was used as the 
source of water for a gravity-based 
scheme with the aim to keep the 
water supply system cost effec�ve. A 
10 Kilolitre ground-level reservoir 
was built to supply piped water in 
every tribal home. 

Today, all of the 32 families are 
ge�ng 55 LPCD clean tap water daily 
i n  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d ,  s c h o o l , 
anganwadi, primary healthcare 
centre and Panchayat building. A five-
woman sub-commi�ee has been 
cons�tuted to frequently test the 
quality of water at source and 
delivery points using Field Test Kits 
( F T K s ) .  W a t e r  s u p p l i e d  i n 
Pantalachinta village meets the 
prescribed quality standards as laid 
down by guidelines. The VWSC looks 
a�er the opera�on & maintenance of 
in-village water supply infrastructure.

People are happy ge�ng tap water at 
home as it has not just ended the 
drudgery but also provided them the 
�me to engage in gainful employ-
ment. Young girls who were forced to 
drop-out of school to support the 
family collect water are now able to 
complete their educa�on. The 
Sarpanch of the village was grateful 
for the improved services which has 
brought in ease-of-living for the 
residents.                                              

Girls enjoying clean water direct from the tap

- Rachna Gahilote Bisht
NJJM

Andhra Pradesh
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Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar:
Technology for user charge

Punjab

Collection of user charges by using smart POS machines

157 villages
linked with digital payment

20% increase
In revenue collection

100% households
Paying bills through online
payment

- Department of Water Supply & 
Sanitation, Punjab

Drinking water supply
in tribal village
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A  re m o te  t r i b a l  v i l l a ge , 
Pa n ta l a c h i n ta  i n  A l l u r i 
Seetaram Raju district of 

Andhra Pradesh has received water 
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cul�va�on for livelihood. Since 
farming only provides seasonal 
employment, many people in the 
village work as labour rest of the year.
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household requirements. 

With the launch of 'Har Ghar Jal' 
programme, the district administra-
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residents.                                              

Girls enjoying clean water direct from the tap

- Rachna Gahilote Bisht
NJJM

Andhra Pradesh
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Action plan for
greywater management

Ironically, water, the most abun-
dant resource on this planet, is 
also the most sought a�er! For the 

human race to perish, we need 
freshwater. Hence, we constantly 
search for it on other planets, but fail 
to value and use it judiciously while 
we s�ll have it!

Mother nature recycles water 
through the water cycle. But we 
neither reduce our use nor reuse or 
recycle water. 

On one hand, when the harsh 
summer heat is relentless, taps are 
drying up and water scarcity is at its 
peak, the government has managed 
to provide more than 6.43 crore tap 
water connec�ons under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission since its launch in 
August 2019.  A total of 9.67 crore 

households in the country now have 
access to water via taps. On the other 
hand, another bi�er reality is that a 
lot of water will also flow out of rural 
households. It is es�mated that 31 
billion liters of greywater are gener-
ated every day in India.  

T h e  f re s hwate r  p ro b l e m  a n d 
greywater problem is interdepen-
dent. Judicious use of freshwater 
reduces the volume of greywater 
produced. Similarly, wise manage-
ment of greywater leads to the 
a l lev ia�on  of  the  f reshwater 
problem. Greywater  refers  to 
domes�c wastewater generated in 
households or domes�c ac�vi�es 
without fecal contamina�on. It 
includes wastewater from the 
kitchen, bathing and washing clothes 
but does not include black water or 

faecal water from toilets. If not 
handled properly, it can be a threat to 
san i ta�on and can  become a 
breeding ground for mosquitoes and 
pollute the groundwater. Hence, 
there is an urgent need to develop 
sustainable behaviour prac�ces to 
conserve water. And the �me to act is 
now.

Right messaging around greywater as 
a resource is not enough. Transmis-
sion of knowledge about the avail-
ability of a basket of op�ons (used as 
per need such as land availability, 
cost, soil condi�on, and geological 
factors etc) is also essen�al. Another 
important aspect is that grey water is 
not the same in all the places. So, a 
copy-paste model will not work. 
Solu�on analysis should be done with 
the help of Panchaya� Raj Ins�tu�on 

Soak pits were constructed in each village of Model Gram Panchayat Kanhabadi

- Madhuri Shukla
UNOPS

members and people working in the 
Gram Panchayat. Our efforts should 
be focused on crea�ng community 
ownership by crea�ng a narra�ve on 
how it is going to benefit them. The 
Village Ac�on Plan provides the right 
kind of pla�orm for integra�ng 
community decisions in the process 
of providing FHTC including grey 
water management.

The ul�mate goal is the realiza�on 
that greywater is our own problem 
and we ourselves need to address it. 
People understand that grey water is 
an issue, but its management is the 
responsibility of someone else 
(Panchayat Pradhan, Government 
etc) not their own.  For the commu-
nity to par�cipate in the process, two 
things are important. First is a 
prac�cal demonstra�on to try it in 
their own homes. For example, 
construc�on of a sedimenta�on tank 
through which the grey water is 
passed before it can be used in the 
kitchen garden and silt collected in 
the sedimenta�on tank for use in 
compos�ng.

Second, but more important is that 
community is aware of the costs 
involved and sources to arrange 
them.  Informa�on regarding the 
availability of funds for greywater 
management from Swacch Bharat 
Mission-Gramin Phase II as well as Jal 

thJeevan Mission, 15  Finance Commis-
sion and MNERGA should be in public 
domain and well disseminated. 

A brilliant example of one such 
community ini�a�ve of Padmashee 
Shyam Sundar Paliwal, Sarpanch of 
GP Piplantri (District Rajsamand, 
Rajasthan). Sharing his experience of 
facilita�ng integrated development 
of his village by successfully imple-
men�ng government schemes, he 
stated that there is a tradi�on in his 
village to plant 111 trees on the birth 
of a baby daughter. 

Under Swajaldhara,  tap water 
connec�ons were provided to each 
household,  which resulted in 
wastewater problems in the village. 
To address this, soak pits were made, 
and grey water generated was 
promoted to be used for irriga�on of 
trees planted in government land. 
Around 3.5 lakh trees have been 
planted, which resulted in the 
availability of groundwater at 10 feet 
which was earlier available at the 
depth of 300-500 feet.

To share such insights, innova�ons 
and successful good prac�ces in 
greywater management, senior 
government officers from 27 States of 
India, prac��oners and champions 
from NGOs, District Coordinators, 
Sarpanches, and as many as 15 

sectors/development partners and 
agencies working under the SBM-G 
and the JJM came together at a 2-day 
Na�onal Rapid Ac�on Learning (RAL) 
Workshop on Grey water manage-
ment (JJM & SBM-G) organized by the 
Department of Drinking Water & 
Sanita�on, Ministry of Jal Shak� in 
collabora�on with United Na�ons 
Office for Project Services (UNOPS), 
Green Strategic Partnership and 
Sanita�on Learning Hub, Ins�tute of 
Development Studies (IDS), Univer-
sity of Sussex, the United Kingdom at 
New Delhi. 

Rapid Ac�on Learning workshops are 
horizontal learning exchanges that 
allow par�cipants to rapidly learn, 
reflect and analyze the work of peers, 
adop�ng and adap�ng them to 
develop prac�cal ,  usable and 
achievable ac�on plans that they will 
plan or implement in their work area. 

Sector experts facil itated four 
thema�c sessions to allow technical 
experts to deliberate on topics such 
as available/appropriate technolo-
gies for greywater management for 
rural areas; mission directors to 
converse on government policies and 
strategies on greywater manage-
ment; senior officials to discuss the 
role of organiza�ons and developing 
partners  and sarpanches  and 
representa�ves from the community 
to share voices from the field. 

Some of the State-wise innova�ons 
discussed include Village Grey Water 
Management through leach pit and 
c o m m u n i t y  p l a n t a � o n 
(Maharashtra) ,  Strategy for a 
Sustainable Implementa�on of the 
Sujalam 1.0 Mission for GWM 
(Madhya Pradesh), Community 
Based Grey Water Management in 
Beerpur Dunda GP (U�arakhand), 
Ve r � ca l  Ty p e  S o a k  F i l te r :  A n 
A n a l y � c a l  S t u d y  i n 
Ganapathypa layam Vi l lage  of 
Tiruppur District (Tamil Nadu),  
Disposal of Grey Water in Rural Areas Sh. Vikas Sheel, AS&MD-NJJM while delivering the keynote address
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(Meghalaya), Kitchen Gardening in 
Mizoram, Management of Grey 
Water with Individual Household 
Soak Pits (UT Ladakh), Village Level 
Grey Water Management Solu�ons: 
A Case of Alwalpur Village (Punjab), 
Manual on Grey Water Management 
in  Rural  Areas of  Hi l ly  States 
(Himachal Pradesh), Magic Pits in 
Jahota village (Rajasthan), CLNOB 
mapping for grey water management 
in Bindpuri village (U�ar Pradesh) 
and pond renova�on (Punjab).  

All the par�cipa�ng States shared 
their State-wise key learning and 2-3 
ac�onable points that they intend to 
implement in their regions in the 
upcoming 6 months as ac�on plans. 
The key ideas included realiza�on 
that a disconnect between SBM-G 
and JJM exists, and it needs to be 
addressed. It is necessary to engage 
co m m u n i t y- l eve l  wo r ke rs  fo r 
facilita�ng the community processes 
and there must be consistency in 
engaging them. A need to engage 
resource persons at the block level to 

assist in the implementa�on of the 
programme was iden�fied. 

It was summarized and highlighted 
that proper planning for greywater 
management is essen�al, community 
involvement from level zero itself, the 
right selec�on of technology (it 
should be based on ground condi-
�ons and not on a small village and 
big village), strict adherence to 
technical standards, concurrent 
monitoring is cri�cal, technical 
training prior to implementa�on, 
knowledge products in simple 
regional languages and finally 
training/orienta�on of actual users 
so that maintenance is done properly. 

The United Na�ons Office for Project 
Services, (UNOPS) is providing 
strategic technical support to the 
Government of India for the Na�onal 
flagship programme, Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM). JJM aims to provide 
household tap water connec�ons to 
all the rural households in India by 
2024.

UNOPS is currently facil ita�ng 
community-led greywater manage-
ment in 26 villages across 11 most 
w a t e r - s c a r c e  d i s t r i c t s  i n 
Bundelkhand, Vindhya and Prayagraj 
regions of U�ar Pradesh, the most 
populous State in India.                       

हमारी माताओ के सर से मटके उतारने का ं
सौभा�य भी हमारे तकदीर म� आया है। हमने 
पाईप से पानी पहचँा के उनक� िचता क� है। � ं
माताए,ँ बहन� क� तकलीफ कम हो, �दिषत ु
पानी से मि� िमले और अगर पानी अ�छा ु

िमले तो कई बीमारी से िनज़ात भी िमलती है। 

मिहलाओ क� �बध �मता को समझते हए ही ं ं �
गाव से जड़े अनेक �ोजे�टस म� बहन� को ्ं ु

नेत�व क� भिमका दी गई है। पानी सिमित म� ृ ू
गजरात क� बहन� ने जो �शसनीय काम िकया ु ं

है, उसके कारण आज देश क� बहन�
जल जीवन िमशन को भी नेत�व दे रही ह�।ृ

नरे�� मोदी
�धानम�ीं

गजरात गौरव अिभयान, वडोदरा म�ु
�धानम�ी का सबोधन, 18 जन, 2022ं ं ू
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Union Minister of Jal Shak�, 
S h r i  G a j e n d r a  S i n g h 
Shekhawat, par�cipated in 

Dushanbe Water Process, 2nd High-
Level Interna�onal Conference on 
Interna�onal Decade for Ac�on - 
'Water for Sustainable Development', 
2018-2028, held on 7  June, 2022.th

While addressing the gathering, he 
said, "we have launched the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, that aims at provid-
ing a func�onal household tap 
connec�on to every rural household 
of India by 2024, with focus on 

quan�ty, quality and reliability of safe 
drinking water. We have already 
achieved more than 50% of our target 
by providing tap water connec�ons 
to more than 96 million households”.

In a thema�c panel discussion on 
‘Increasing water health nexus for 
responding to the challenges of 
post-COVID world’ he shared India's 
journey of addressing water and 
sanita�on challenges by providing 
universal access through Jal Jeevan 
Mission and Swachh Bharat Mission, 
according them the highest priority. 

The Minister also reaffirmed the 
commitment to assist other develop-
ing na�ons by offering learnings of 
India's journey in the sector. In his 
concluding remarks, he reiterated 
that with the realiza�on of perhaps 
the largest schemes to achieve SDG-6 
goals of universal and equitable 
access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all, India will achieve its 
target well before the specified 
�meline and the country stands with 
the interna�onal community in 
pursuit of the goals of the Water 
Ac�on Decade.                                     

Union Minister of Jal Shakti at
Dushanbe Water Process

Hon'ble Union Minister, Jal Shakti during his inaugural address at Tajikistan
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नरे�� मोदी
�धानम�ीं
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�धानम�ी का सबोधन, 18 जन, 2022ं ं ू
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Union Minister of Jal Shak�, 
S h r i  G a j e n d r a  S i n g h 
Shekhawat, par�cipated in 

Dushanbe Water Process, 2nd High-
Level Interna�onal Conference on 
Interna�onal Decade for Ac�on - 
'Water for Sustainable Development', 
2018-2028, held on 7  June, 2022.th

While addressing the gathering, he 
said, "we have launched the Jal 
Jeevan Mission, that aims at provid-
ing a func�onal household tap 
connec�on to every rural household 
of India by 2024, with focus on 

quan�ty, quality and reliability of safe 
drinking water. We have already 
achieved more than 50% of our target 
by providing tap water connec�ons 
to more than 96 million households”.

In a thema�c panel discussion on 
‘Increasing water health nexus for 
responding to the challenges of 
post-COVID world’ he shared India's 
journey of addressing water and 
sanita�on challenges by providing 
universal access through Jal Jeevan 
Mission and Swachh Bharat Mission, 
according them the highest priority. 

The Minister also reaffirmed the 
commitment to assist other develop-
ing na�ons by offering learnings of 
India's journey in the sector. In his 
concluding remarks, he reiterated 
that with the realiza�on of perhaps 
the largest schemes to achieve SDG-6 
goals of universal and equitable 
access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all, India will achieve its 
target well before the specified 
�meline and the country stands with 
the interna�onal community in 
pursuit of the goals of the Water 
Ac�on Decade.                                     

Union Minister of Jal Shakti at
Dushanbe Water Process

Hon'ble Union Minister, Jal Shakti during his inaugural address at Tajikistan
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A two-day na�onal workshop 
was held at Bhubaneswar, 

th thOdisha on 9 - 10  June, 2022 
in partnership with UNICEF and the 
State Govt. of Odisha to review the 
progress of Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 
address the challenges, find possible 
solu�ons to the concerns raised by 
the States/ UTs and plan the way 
forward. The issues raised by the 
States/ UTs were divided into four 
thema�c areas - planning, implemen-
ta�on, quality, and opera�on & 
maintenance (O&M). 

The workshop was chaired by Smt. 
Vini Mahajan, Secretary DDWS and 
a�ended by Shri Arun Baroka, Special 
Secretary DDWS, Directors, DDWS 
A d d i � o n a l  C h i ef  S e c reta r i e s , 
Principal Secretaries, Secretaries, 

senior officers from the States 
including Mission Director, Engineer-
in-Chief, Chief Engineer, head of 
WSSO from States/ UTs etc. Over 100 
senior officers par�cipated in the 
workshop. 

The workshop was organized at the 
�me when the country achieved an 
important milestone of having 
provided 50% rural households with 
tap water connec�ons. The par�ci-
pants deliberated on the pace of 
programme implementa�on as many 
States/ UTs are unable to match the 
speed required to achieve the goal of 
100% tap water coverage by 2024. In 
this regard, 13 high-focus States 
where more than 95% tap connec-
�ons are pending were reviewed on 

th8  June, 2022. While few of the States 

which are lagging behind do not have 
adequate water sources, some 
started at a very low base making the 
road ahead too long for them, and 
some others face geographical and 
technical challenges on ground 
related due difficult terrain, high 
al�tude, saline water, geological 
contamina�on, etc. 

It was agreed, once again that 
community engagement at each step 
of programme planning and imple-
menta�on is crucial as ul�mately, 
they are the custodians of the water 
supply infrastructure and in the long 
run, the O&M of in-village water 
supply system will be the responsibil-
ity of the village water and sanita�on 
commi�ees and the village commu-
nity for which �mely and regular 

Smt. Vini Mahajan, Secretary DDWS during the National Workshop on JJM, Bhubaneshwar

Two-day National workshop
at Bhubaneswar

co l l e c � o n  o f  u s e r  c h a rge s  i s 
important. Engagement of women 
right from planning stage is impor-
ta n t  a s  s u sta i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
programme will depend on judicious 
use of water which requires massive 
IEC and behaviour change amongst 
the community,  which can be 
spearheaded only  by women. 
Greywater generated from every 
household must be treated and then 
used to recharge groundwater, the 
quality & quan�ty of water supplied 
should be as prescribed by JJM and 
the construc�on should be as per the 
design and approved standards and 
the quality must be checked by third-
party agencies.

Nicholas Osbert, Chief of WASH, 
UNICEF India called 'Har Ghar Jal' 
programme a blessing for rural 

households especially children as it 
lays special focus on safe water in 
schools and anganwadi centres. He 
said that he believes the programme 
adopts an environment friendly 
approach, with water conserva�on 
and greywater management which 
will go a long way in water source 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  s o u r c e 
sustainability. 

The workshop provided cross-
learning opportunity to the States/ 
UTs. Eleven good prac�ces were 
shared by the States on various 
themes including greywater manage-
ment, water source strengthening 
and use of technology to reduce the 
O&M cost. The concerns raised by the 
States were addressed by the senior 
government officials and possible 

solu�ons were proposed. The States 
were directed to adhere to set 
�melines especially for seeking SLSSC 
approval so that execu�on of mul�-
village schemes with high gesta�on 
periods could be undertaken in �me. 
States were advised to reach out to 
contractors in neighbouring States 
which are on the verge of becoming 
'Har Ghar Jal' to speed up the 
execu�on. They also offered support 
to States in securing clearances from 
various departments. 

The na�onal JJM team assured 
persistent support to the States/ UTs 
for �mely implementa�on of the 
programme and an�cipated that the 
States will con�nue to work with 
enhanced vigour to a�ain 100% 
satura�on in a �me-bound manner.  
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A team comprising of 4 members from NJJM visited 15 
th ndvillages in 2 districts of West Bengal during 19 -22  May, 

to understand the ground situa�on of JJM implementa-
�on. It was observed that in most covered areas, dura�on 
of supply was 6-8 hours ensuring adequate quan�ty of 
water supply to the community. The quality of works was 
evidently commendable, including the tap connec�ons, 
wherein brass taps with shut-off valves have been 
provided, which are good quality and more resistant to 

corrosion than any other type of material, however, 
provision of a proper pla�orm/ pedestal must be 
ensured. The team suggested that the State Government 
officials for collec�on of community contribu�on 
towards in-village infrastructure capital cost and water 
user charges for regular opera�on and maintenance and 
long-term sustainability of the water supply scheme. 
They also recommended that the State to priori�se the 
cons�tu�on of VWSCs and prepara�on of VAPs as per JJM 
guidelines as community ownership is the keystone of 
the programme. Engagement of ISAs and TPIAs also to be 
ensured. Taking up IEC ac�vi�es including wall pain�ngs/ 
posters, etc. and PRA ac�vi�es would help in involving the 
community in the planning and implementa�on of the 
program. Installa�on of display board at work sites with 
details of scheme informa�on along with contact details 
of concerned official to be ensured. In some areas, actual 
field condi�on was observed to be different from the IMIS 
data, and thus reconcilia�on of IMIS data to be ensured.  

Happy woman with her newly installed tap connection AS&MD-NJJM during his keynote address Scout girls after sesnitisation workshop

West Bengal 

JJM: action on the ground Snippets

A team member from the NJJM mission visited Andhra 
Pradesh during 23-27 May, to review the DPRs of 6 
districts, meet with the State officials and assist the State 
in cost reduc�on for providing tap water connec�ons. He 
commended the State PHE department for internally and 
competently preparing DPRs of large surface water-
based schemes without outsourced technical support. It 
was observed that certain DPRs covered urban and rural 
areas and suggested that the cost for both may be 
segregated as funding for urban areas may not be 
provided with JJM fund. Certain technical aspects like 
high residual head, carriage of raw water from long 
distances from intake to water works, decentralised 
water treatment plants proposed instead of a single 
centralised unit need a�en�on and may be revisited for 
op�misa�on of cost. The State officials were urged to 
expedite the implementa�on of planned works.               

Andhra Pradesh

Indian-Danish Water Summit
Building on the Green Strategic Partnership between 
India and Denmark, a knowledge sharing I d D' n ian anish -
Water Summ t' was organized by the Danish Embassy on i

th 13 theme Water as a June, 2022 in New Delhi with the 
common good: Challenges and Constraints'. The goal was 
to have d alogues between stakeh lders from both the i o
countries and find solu�ons for  reach ng thetowards i  
goals for fulfill ng h S 6i t e DG-  Representa�ves from the .
Na�onal Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), AMRUT 2.0 Mission, 
Na�onal Mission for Clean Ganga, Indian Green Building 
Council and other authori�es par�cipated in the event. 
NJJM was represented by Shri. Vikas Sheel, AS&MD, Sh. 
Amit Shukla, Director and other team members.

AS&MD, NJJM gave the opening remarks on the water 
situa�on in India, now and in the future, with focus on 
rural water supply, wherein he outlined the progress 
made in JJM so far and how our country is leading a 
massive behavioural change programme for long-term 
sustainability of rural water supply. Director, NJJM 
highlighted the challenges in the implementa�on of JJM, 
solu�ons to which could be looked at as opportuni�es for 
collabora�on between the two countries. Discussions 
were also held by various stakeholders on various 
thema�c areas; water upply and distribu�on systemss , 
i i s s snclud ng treatment y tems an c ntrol , energy d o
op�m �o , tiza n leak management, me ering, circular 
economy etc.                                                                           

MoS lays foundation stones 
of water supply projects in 

J&K
Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of State (MoS), Jal 
Shak� laid the founda�on stones of various water supply 
projects worth Rs. 415.86 lakh in Jammu & Kashmir. 
These projects will provide tap water supply to the 
households of Panjar village. The minister also interacted 
with local village community and beneficiaries of Jal 
Jeevan Mission, post the founda�on laying ceremony.     

Tamil Nadu: Scouts working 
as water champions

A seminar for sensi�sa�on and awareness genera�on 
th

regarding Jal Jeevan Mission was organised on 6  June, 
2022 for Scouts of Rojavanam College of Higher Educa�on, 
Pudhugramam, Kanyakumari District by Atheno�asan 
Muthamizh Kazhagam (AMK), a sector partner of the 
Tamil Nadu Government. Over 70 scout students par�ci-
pated in the seminar and the aspects of water conserva-
�on, impact of deforesta�on etc. were highlighted to the 
students. The students were also apprised of how they can 
contribute towards achieving the programme objec�ves, 
post which the students took a pledge to act as water 
champions in their community by using water consciously 
and encouraging others also to do so                                  . 
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