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Sub: Review by Hon'ble Union Minister of Drinking Water ar_ld Sanitation of the
Performance of Coverage of Water Quality Affected Habitations.
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Dear Sir/ Madam,

The Hon’ble Union Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation reviewed the
performance of coverage of water quality affected habitations and had directed
the Ministry to advise States / UTs to improve their performances and provide
safe drinking water in all water quality affected habitations at the earliest
possible time.

2. © You are aware that about 3.6 crore rural population are at risk of
consuming drinking water contaminated chemically with fluoride, arsenic, iron,
salinity or nitrate in 63,282 rural habitations as on date. Out of these, 86 lakh
people in 11,309 rural habitations are at risk due to excess fluoride and about 25
lakh people are at risk of consuming arsenic rich water in 1,482 rural habitations.
Since these two contaminants are highly detrimental to human health, highest
priority has to be accorded to provide safe drinking water in these habitations.

3. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has identified 60 high priority
Japanese Encephalitis (JE) / Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) districts in 5
States namely Assam, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. You
are aware that a large number of children are dying due to these severe
bacteriological / viral problems. Therefore, equal priority has to be accorded to
provide safe drinking water in these affected districts also.

4, Adding to the woes, more than 12,000 rural habitations are emerging with
various problems of heavy metals like uranium, lead, aluminum and chromium,
etc. and many of these are carcinogenic and therefore warrant immediate
provision of safe drinking water in these water quality affected habitations.
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5. It is seen that during the past few years, the targets given for coverage of
water quality affected habitations were never met due to various reasons. In
view of the above, you are requested to direct the concerned
officials / engineers to take immediate necessary action in providing piped water
supply from safe surface water bodies and in the meantime, States/UTs
may also consider commissioning community water purification plants so that at
least 8 to 10 liters per capita per day (Ipcd) of safe drinking water for drinking
and cooking purposes will be available to all the affected rural people
immediately.

6. Last but not the least, | solicit comprehensive action plan from your end
with freezed time-lines of implementation for coverage of water quallty affected
rural habitations w:th safe drinking water. ;
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Yours sincerely,

_fﬁf

(Satyabr(ata ahu)
All Principal Secretaries / Secretaries
in-charge of Rural Drinking Water Supply Programmes
Copy also to:
1) Sr. TD (NIC), MDWS, New Delhi — with a request to upload into MDWS Website
prominently.
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