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ASIA’S
CLEANEST
VILLAGE

“awlynnong viltage in

| Meghalaya revolves sromsd
eco-fourism, As of 2014, it

had aboud 95 households and its liter-
aey rake wats 100 por cent, The village
is also well known for Hs saniiation
and cleanliness, The waste is cotlegt-

" ed in dustbins made of bamboo, 1 s

divected to o piTond Then tsed as ma-
nure, Reyular awarennoss prograinmes
“avo also vondueted within the vicinity.
Awarencss aboud sauitation §s created
in leeal xohools ihrough various initi-
allves of Rural Tourism projects and
(he conlcepl BT PIeamTIness Is ineuleat-
et amony, villagers,

Apart from Delbg exceptionally
clean and well organized with flower
beds anc{ ‘trees, One ¢al see envivon.
mentfriendly fvee houses, trekking {o

the nearby waterlall, horder trekking

and hambao hats from where one can
. gela view of Bangladesh,

ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY
The role of the villape comwmunity

has been very crucial whan count-
ing the accomplisiunents of Mawlyn-
nong. The Govermment has played
the part of a facilitafor with s -
aanclal support. The village has a
strong darbar sysiem which can be
equated with loecal level institutions/
panchayals that arve present in other
parts of the country Major decisions
are taken at generol darbar meetings,
Deputy Commissmnm Sy Goyal
says, “rhere are a few vibrant and
aclive registeved societios which have
taken initiatives in this regard and
the Governmenf has supported these
Initiatives.”

Mawlypnong mwade its mark of
belng the cleanest village long belore

Gayal assuned office as Depuly Com-
misstoner  After commencing  his
tonwre, one of the biggest challenpgs
for the Commissioner was lo sustain
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christened  as

F awlymong  village
4 Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya has been
“Asia’s
S Burequcracy Today speaks to Sanjay Goyal
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A #1 EAST KHASE HILLS

located in thoe Rast

cleanest village”.

who took charge as Deputy Commissioner of (he Rast
Khasi Hiils region in carly 2012,

I3y Meghna Chulikath

SANJAY GOYAL, Depuly Coninissionur,
£ast Khas| Hills distrint

achievements of this vilage without
compromisiy with its lnecal fradi-
tion and eudture. “I have held regular
meetings with the village executive
conimitige and its elders to Impress
thon them the need to maintain the
unique seliing point of the viliage,”
says the 2004-bateh 1AS officor of the
Assani-Meghakova Cadre,

RURAL TOURISM PROJECT

Recently the Government of india
sanetioned a Rural Tourism Project
and through this, the village bas tak-
en up eapacity building and aware-
ness programnes as welt as other
activities. The youdh of Mawlynnong
keep themsclves involved in all activi-
tios and the village has taken vespon-
sibility to ensure that the households

are lvolved in almost every activity
thus also Hnking them (o the tourism
sector, Comweeting the  cleanliness
to the village economy has helped
Mawlymnong 1o o gread extent, ae-
cordiug to the Depuly Commissioner
Though theve is 1o such village at pre-
sent wilh similay accemplishments,
there are quite a few which would fall
in the smne calegory, “Thess villages
are how frying to make their mark.
In fact, there are two aearby villages
which can he ciibbed in the same cat-
egory and we are now {rying to make
Mawlymmong o complete eircuit by
dving differond optlons fe visitors
focusing on eco-tourism,” adds Goyal.

To mainlain its status of being the
cleanes! village thete are various
awareness  progranunes  conducted
in Mawlynnong, The “Zero Litter
Campalgn” is one of the ipitiatives
of the districl administration to sen-
sitise the general pubtie on the issues
of santtation, hygiene ond cleanli-
ness, The main players in this Inida-
tive are children who have been as.
signed the task o form “Zern Litler
Clubs” in {heir schools. Evory sehoal
has adopted vaclous tourisl destina-
tions and wvenues aidd they conduct
rallies to sensitise not only villagers
bt also tourlsts, i
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