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Hon’ble Ministers from State Governments, Senior Officers from the
Ministry of Drinking Water Supply & Sanitation, from other Central

Ministries & from the State Governments.
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Sanitation has been one of the areas covered in the successive Five
Year Plans from the Second Five Year plan onwards. However, Rural
Sanitation came into greater focus in the Government of India on a wider
scale during the eighties, called the first International Drinking Water and
Sanitation decade. The Central Rural Sanitation Programme (CRSP) was
started in the country in 1986 to provide an impetus to rural sanitation.
However the programme was simply a supply driven and subsidy oriented
approach which was concentrated only to the poorest section of the
society. It has subsequently been appreciated that Sanitation is a question
of behaviour change and adaptation to a new system after understanding
its full benefits. The low financial allocations under CRSP could also only
have a limited impact. On the other hand, the experience of community
driven awareness based programmes in some states have yielded better

results. This led to the formulation subsequently of the Total Sanitation
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Campaign (TSC) approach in 1999. Even the TSC was limited in its

operations as the incentive was limited to BPL alone.
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Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan (NBA) launched in the first year of the 12"
Five year Plan attempts to make a drastic change in the construction and
use of sanitation facilities by the rural population. Several measures have
been initiated to popularise and bring in sanitation to the main stream.
Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan has brought in several changes in the sanitation
programme firstly by widening the provision of incentives so as to extend
the facility not only to the BPL families but also to identified APL
households belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Small and
marginal farmers, landless labourers with homesteads, physically
challenged and women headed households. Yet another notable change is
the increased incentive, which under NBA has been increased from Rs
3200/- to Rs 4600 - Rs 3200 from Centre and Rs 1400 from state’s
contribution. Hilly areas have been provided with a special allowance of Rs
500 in addition to the normal Central share. Moreover in order to
facilitate easy construction, NBA has been dovetailed with the
employment generation programme of the Government of India that is
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, by
allowing a financial assistance upto Rs 4500/- for construction of a

Individual Household Latrine (IHHL) from MGNREGS.
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Reports from the evaluation studies conducted by this Ministry and
also feedback from many States reveals that the implementation of NBA in
convergence with MGNREGS has not perhaps been streamlined fully by

the State Governments & this issue requires detailed discussion today.
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The main objective of today’s National Consultation is to hear from
the Secretaries & Hon’ble Ministers the issues & problems & how to take
the sanitation programme forward for the benefit of the poor. This will

help us tremendously in shaping future policies of our Ministry.
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In this regard | also seek the opinion and valuable suggestions of
Non Government Organisations and International Organisations. The
NGO’s can help to initiate the demand generation process and also
educate the community on the need and advantages of toilet facilities & in
certain cases do valuable hand holding. They can facilitate the community
on good practices and hygiene behaviour; and monitor the changes
among the village community. | request NGOs to upscale their

involvement in sanitation so as to achieve Nirmal Bharat.
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Only a concerted action from all of us can improve the coverage of
sanitation in the country. My Ministry would like to learn from the good

practices of various states which other states may also like to follow. |

request you to freely share your thoughts with us today and offer
constructive suggestions which will enable my Ministry & other States to

achieve their targets in a time bound manner.
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Thank you.









