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As we gear up for Swachh Survekshan Grameen (SSG) 2023, I take this platform to remind 
you that even though the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) targets of the country 
are ambitious, the efforts to achieve them are backed by strong political will, adequate 
funding and partnerships across stakeholders. In the first week of November, we had our 
Rural WASH Partners Forum meeting and many insightful findings and recommendations 
emerged from it. Keeping in sight our Swachh Bharat Mission – Grameen (SBM-G) targets, 
channelling the strengths of all our partners, and combining the efforts of all States and 

Union Territories, I see our vision of an ODF Plus rural India turning into a reality by 2024.  

Vini Mahajan
Secretary, Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India

From the Secretary’s Desk
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Get ready for Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
(SSG) 2023 - The toolkit has been launched 
and is available here:  

‘Retrofit to Twin-Pit Abhiyan’ has been 
launched and information is available here: 

@SwachhBharat facebook.com/SBMgramin @SwachhBharatGrameen @swachh_bharat

Swachh Survekshan Grameen (SSG) is not just a ranking 
exercise but also a vehicle for creating a Jan Andolan and 
ensuring prompt action for achievement of Swachh Bharat 
Phase II programme elements. One new and critical feature 
of SSG 2023 is self-assessment by Panchayats on ODF 
Plus progress for all its villages. This will not only enhance 
participation from the Community and Panchayats, but will 
also act as a tool to build the capacities of Panchayats on ODF 
Plus verticals.

–  Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat  
Union Minister, Ministry of Jal Shakti

https://sbm.gov.in/SSG2023/ODFPLusRanking.aspx
https://swachhbharatmission.gov.in/SBMCMS/retrofit.htm
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Building resilience through basic social services  
@COP27 in Egypt
The 2022 Conference of Parties (CoP) of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, 
commonly referred to as COP27, was held from 6th November till 20th November, 2022, in 
Egypt. To raise awareness of the crucial role of 
water in climate action, a Water Pavilion was set 
up by the Egyptian Ministry of Water Resources 
and Irrigation, where a diverse set of events 
took place, combining scientific knowledge with 
case studies and best-practice examples from 
across the world. On 17th November, Shri Vikas 
Sheel, Additional Secretary and Mission Director, 
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, took a session on ‘Building 
Community Resilience through Basic Social 
Services’ at the Water Pavilion. 
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World Toilet Day 2022: 
Swachhta Run
To mark World Toilet Day, which falls 
on 19th November, 2022, villages 
across the country organized a run 
for Sampoorna Swachhta - Total 
Sanitation. The objective of this 
exercise was to generate awareness 
around ODF Plus elements in 
rural areas and build awareness 

towards complete hygiene and sanitation. Activities planned on the day comprised 
administration of the Swachhata Pledge, Swachhta Run from historically significant spots 
with involvement of local celebrities, display of IEC material such as banners and posters 
on safe sanitation practices and provision of T-Shirts and certificates to participants, to 
give greater visibility to the sanitation efforts of the community.

To watch the 
presentation, 
scan the QR code 
or click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8qntR98AkI
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STORIES OF THE MONTH

ODF-SUSTAINABILITY
Tax Sakhis play vital role in Swachhata and Village 
development
To provide town-like facilities in all villages, the District Administration of Bhopal in Madhya 
Pradesh has launched the concept of Tax Sakhis with the help of women Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) in the district.  The Tax Sakhis have been 
entrusted with the task of collecting all kinds 
of taxes, including that for Swachhata, across 
villages. For the collection of various taxes 
levied by the gram Panchayat, two ‘Tax Sakhis’ 
have been appointed at each Gram Panchayat 
and they collect various taxes viz. Property 
tax, Sanitation Tax, Water Tax, Bazaar tax, etc. 
on behalf of the Gram Panchayats. From tax 
collection to its digital entry on the Panchayat 
Darpan Portal of the Government, the entire 
work is done by the SHG women.

For further inquiries, please email:  
ceozpbho@mp.gov.in 

Chhath Ghaat constructed in East Champaran village, Bihar
Ahead of the annual Chhath Puja 2022 that was observed in Bihar from 28th to 31st October, 2022, Raj 
Bakhri Gram Panchayat in East Champaran District constructed a Chhath Ghat in Goirahi Pond of 
Ward No. 02.  The initiative brought about greater awareness about matters pertaining to hygiene and 
sanitation during the Chhath Puja celebrations.

Previously, the dilapidated pond was inactive, with people accustomed to throwing their garbage 
into it, and the pond was filled with weeds and dirt. Prompted by the District Administration of East 
Champaran, and the Mukhiya of the Panchayat, the community decided to revive the pond and build a 
Chhath Ghaat, realizing that the move would greatly help to conserve the water source.  An Aam Sabha 

of the Gram Panchayat was held, during which the 
community decided that they would revive the pond 
before conducting the Chhath Puja there and thus 
celebrate the festival as ‘Swachh Puja’. 

A beautiful ghaat adorned with paintings was 
constructed after cleaning the pond using SBM-G 
and tied Funds of the 15th Finance Commission, 
amounting to about Rs. 5.74 lakhs. To enhance the 
visual appearance, permanent lamp posts were 
installed lighting up the place.

To read more, 
scan the QR 
code or click 
here

To read more, scan 
the QR code or click  
here

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/11/18/tax-sakhis-play-a-vital-role-in-swachhata-village-development/
https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/11/22/chhath-ghat-constructed-in-east-champaran-village/ 
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BIODEGRADABLE WASTE MANAGEMENT
Tripura becomes the first state of India to set up GOBARdhan 
projects in all districts

In a remarkable achievement, the North-Eastern State of 
Tripura has taken up 16 cluster-based model GOBARdhan 
projects, two per district, in all its eight districts using 
funds from the SBM-G.

The state has selected the Tripura Renewable Energy 
Development Agency (TREDA), a constituent organization 
of the Department of Power, Govt. of Tripura as its 
technical agency that would implement and execute the 
project.

For further inquiries, please email:  
dirwssotripura@gmail.com 

To read more, 
scan the QR 
code or click  
here

PLASTIC WASTE MANAGEMENT
Sale of dry waste amounting to Rs. 50,000 a year as revenue - 
Thanks to the SHG team in Bidi Gram Panchayat, Karnataka!
Involving SHG women for effectively handling solid waste along with creating livelihood opportunities for 
women in the communities, a 5 member SHG team (2 management personnel at unit level, 3 collection 
staff and a driver) has been constituted in Bidi Gram Panchayat (GP). This SHG team has effectively 
increased waste collection to 70% and source segregation to 60%. The GP is also maintaining a steady 

source of revenue through two main 
channels: one, user fee collection, 
amounting up to of Rs. 16,000 to Rs. 
18,000 each month and two, sale of dry 
waste amounting up to Rs. 50,000 a 
year as revenue. Organic waste on the 
other hand is being managed by pit 
composting as quantum is less as of now.

For further inquiries, please email: 
varalikatty@unicef.org 

To read more, 
scan the QR 
code or click 
here

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/11/18/tripura-sets-up-gobardhan-projects-in-all-its-8-districts/
https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/11/28/bidi-gp-earns-50k-a-year-from-the-sale-of-dry-waste/ 
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To read more, 
scan the QR 
code or click   
here

GREYWATER MANAGEMENT
DEWATS technology for Greywater Management (GWM) in 
Bharasar village, Gujarat

In a shining example of Public Private Partnership towards achieving ODF Plus, Bharasar village in Kutch 
district of Gujarat is managing its greywater sustainably, using Decentralized Wastewater Treatment 
Systems (DEWATS) technology. Having provided all 624 households with tap water connections and a 
minimum supply of 55 litres per capita per day under Jal Jeevan Mission, the village has now become 
self-reliant, capable of treating around 200 KLD of wastewater at the village level.

The project received a donation of Rs. 86,22,361 from an NRI resident of the village. The funds acted as a 
catalyst to fast-track the construction of the wastewater treatment plant.  Thereafter, the PRI members 
were oriented on the working of the technology and O&M of the system. 

For further inquiries, please email: npatidar@unicef.org 

Sedimentation

Removal of easily 
settleable solids

Disinfection

Further polishing

Anaerobic 
decomposition

Removal of easily 
degradable organic 

solids

Aerobic 
decomposition

Removal of more 
degradable solids

Process

Preliminary 
primary 
modules

Advance 
secondary/

tertiary 
modules

Secondary 
modules

Post 
treatment

Modules

BOD <30 mg/l
COD <150 mg/l
TSS < 50 mg/l

Faecal coliform (MPN/1000 ml) <1000

https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/08/31/dewats-technology-for-gwm-in-bharasar-village/
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FAECAL SLUDGE AND SEPTAGE MANAGEMENT
Web-based application for faecal sludge and septage 
management (FSSM) services in Pithampur, Madhya Pradesh
To enhance demand for FSSM at the household level and improve the delivery of services, and involving 
SHG women to handle solid waste, a web and mobile-based application system (www.fssmpithampur.

in) was launched in Pithampur, Madhya 
Pradesh, on 17th November, 2022, as a 
precursor to the World Toilet Day. The 
application enables citizens to raise 
demands for services of septic tank 
desludging and overflowing septic 
tanks. 

For further inquiries, please email: 
pmathur@unicef.org  

To read more, scan 
the QR code or 
click here

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE MANAGEMENT
Jharkhand promotes innovative MHM practices
From setting up sanitary pad banks to the strengthening of 
menstrual waste disposal systems to regular sessions on 
Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) in schools, and more; 
Jharkhand has been leading the change to prioritize women’s 
health and sanitation needs to accommodate safe hygienic 
practices.

In fact, the initiatives of the Panchayats of Jharkhand have 
created an MHM ecosystem that consists of awareness, safe 
usage of menstrual products, and access to menstrual waste 
disposal facilities. Some of their initiatives include a sanitary 
pad bank system, safe MHM waste disposal practices, regular 
MHM sessions, gender-segregated toilets, and an MHM Lab.

For further inquiries, please email: shreyazworld19@gmail.com 

To read more, 
scan the QR code 
or click here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aSje3NDgVEPog5gpdGTrTeNgjIz1LFhk/view?usp=sharing 
https://sbmgramin.wordpress.com/2022/11/18/jharkhand-promotes-innovative-mhm-practices/ 


7

Swachh Bharat Mission - Grameen Newsletter

SWACHHATA JUMBLE #2
Unscramble the following four jumbles to form four Swachhata related words.

LIETTO CIPETS

TARWE EENYHGI

Now arrange the circled letters to give us our favourite type of toilet.

Recent initiatives by DDWS

Retrofit to Twin Pit Abhiyan: The campaign currently underway from the 19th November, 
2022, up till 26th January 2023, promotes the construction of twin pit toilets and retrofitting of 
existing single pit toilets into twin pit toilets and attaching soak pits to septic tank toilets. 

ToT on SBM-G Phase II: All verticals of SBM-G Phase II were covered during the Training 
of Trainers (ToT) held in Telangana from 21st – 25th November and in Rajasthan from 28th   
November – 2nd December, and 5th – 9th December, 2022.

Training on FSM: The Centre for Science and Environment conducted training on Faecal 
Sludge Management for SBM-G stakeholders for around 13 states from 22nd – 25th  November, 
2022.

Film Competition on MHM: A National ODF Plus Film Competition has been organized for 
Gram Panchayats (GPs) on Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) in celebration of Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav. The competition will encourage and enable GPs to showcase their ground-
level initiatives taken for MHM.

Conference of Collectors: The meeting was held on 18th and 19th November, 2022 to discuss 
Jal Jeevan Survekshan 2023 and Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2023.

Office of the Secretary  
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti 
Government of India.

4th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, 
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003 
Phone: 011-24362192 | Email: secydws@nic.in

Newsletter made with support from UNICEF India

TOILET

To contribute to the next issue of the Swachhata Samachar,  
 share your submission before 15th of every month to swachhbharat@gov.in.


