


jkT;ks a ds xzkeh.k is;ty ds izHkkjh ekuuh; ea=hx.k] jkT; ljdkjka s ds 

lfpo ,oa vf/kdkjh&oxZ] Hkkjr ljdkj ds ea=ky;ks a ds izfrfuf/k] cgqi{kh; 

,tsafl;ks a ,oa xSj& ljdkjh laxBuks a ds izfrfuf/kx.k] nsfo;ks ,oa lTtuksA

Hon’ble Ministers of State Governments incharge of Rural Drinking 

Water, Secretaries and officials of State Governments, representatives of 

Ministries of Government of India, representatives of multilateral 

agencies and non-governmental organisations, Ladies and Gentlemen.

xzkeh.k {ks=ks a es a i;kZIr ,oa LoPN is;ty dh vkiwfrZ dk izko/kku djuk 

jkT; ,oa dsUnz nksuks a gh Lrjks a ij ljdkjks a dh ,d ewyHkwr ftEesnkjh gSA

Provision of adequate and safe drinking water supply in rural areas is 

one of the fundamental responsibilities of the Governments, both at the 

State as well as the Central levels.

tux.kuk 2011 ds vkadM+k s a ls vki ifjfpr gka sxs fd yxHkx 85% xzkeh.k 

vkcknh gS aM iEiks a] uy ds ikuh vkSj <ds gq, dWqvks a tSls lqjf{kr lzk srks a ls 

is;ty izkIr djrh gSA cdk;k 15% ifjokj [kqys dqvks a ,oa vU; fiNM+s gq, 

lzk srks a tSls ufn;ks a] >juka s] rkykcks a vkfn ij fuHkZj djrs gS aA blds vfrfjDr] 

yxHkx 22% xzkeh.k ifjokjks a dks vius ?kjks a ls 500 ehVj ls vf/kd dh nwjh ij 

fLFkr lzk srks a ls ihus dk ikuh ykuk iMark gSA ef.kiqj] f=iqjk] mM+hlk] es?kky;] 

>kj[k.M vkSj e/; izns”k jkT;ks a es a ,sls ifjokjks a dk izfr”kr lcls T;knk gSA 

tux.kuk dk;kZy; ls lwpuk izkIr djds ges a ,sls xkao dh] tgka ifjokjks a dks 

ikuh ds fy, 500 ehVj ls Hkh vf/kd nwjh r; djuh iM+rh gS vkSj ,sls xkao 

tgka ifjokj ihus ds ikuh ds fiNMs + lzk srks a ij vfJr ga S] igpku djuh pkfg, 

vkSj ,sls xkaoks a@vkoklks a dks mPpre izkFkfedrk ij “kkfey fd;k tkuk 

Pkkfg,A
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You may be aware of the Census 2011 figures that indicate that nearly 

85% of the rural population get drinking water from safe sources like 

handpumps, tap water and covered wells. The remaining 15% of 

households depend on uncovered wells and other unimproved sources 

like rivers, springs, ponds etc. Covering them with improved sources 

should be our priority. Moreover, about 22% of rural households have to 

fetch drinking water from sources that are more than 500 mts away from 

their premises. There is a high percentage of such households in the States 

of Manipur, Tripura, Orissa, Meghalaya Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. 

We should identify, by getting information from Census Office, the villages 

where households have to travel more than 500 metres to fetch water and 

villages where households are dependent on unimproved sources of 

drinking water and cover such villages/habitations on the highest priority. 

;g fpUrk dk fo’k; gS fd xzkeh.k ifjokjks a es a ls dsoy 30-80% yksxks a dks 

gh uydks a dk ikuh miyC/k gks ikrk gSA cM+ s jkT; tSls fcgkj] >kj[k.M] 

vle] mM+hlk] ,oa e/;izns”k uy ds ikuh dh vkiwfrZ es a fiNM+ s gq, ga SA 

It is a matter of concern that only 30.80% of rural households have 

access to tap water. Major States like Bihar, Jharkhand, Assam, Orissa and 

Madhya Pradesh lag behind in the coverage with tap water supply 

;g Hkh ,d rF; gS fd ns”k ds xzkeh.k {ks=ks a es a lHkh is;ty lzk srks a es a ls 

yxHkx 85% Hkwfexr lzk srka s ij vk/kkfjr gS aA dbZ ekeyks a es a vklZfud] 

QyqvksjkbM ,oa ;wjsfu;e tSls lanw’kdks a ls is;ty vkiwfrZ ds jk;k;fud 

lanw’k.k ds ekeys vkSj gky gh es a Hkkjh /kkrqvks a rFkk dhVuk”kdks a ls ekuo 

tfur iznw’k.k ds ekeys lkeus vk jgs gS aA ;g Li’V gksrk tk jgk gS fd 

lokZf/kd lqjf{kr ,oa lokZf/kd fVdkÅ nh?kk Zof/k mik; ;g gS fd nwj fLFkr 

gksus ij Hkh izHkkfor vkcknh dks LoPN lzk srks a ls ikbi }kjk tykiwfrZ miyC/k 

djkbZ tk,A
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It is also a fact that about 85% of all drinking water sources in the rural 

areas of the country are based on underground sources. In many areas, 

cases of chemical contamination of drinking water supply with 

contaminants like Arsenic, Fluoride and Uranium and in recent times, 

man-made pollution with heavy metals and pesticides is coming to the 

fore. After trying various treatment technologies, it is increasingly clear to 

us that the safest and most durable long term solution is to provide the 

affected population with piped water supply from uncontaminated 

sources even if distant. 

12oha iapo’kh Z; ;kstuk es a] ges a larks’ktud lsok iznku djuk lqfuf”pr 

djus ij tksj nsuk gksxkA ;|fi bl {ks= es a cMs + fuos”k fd, tk pqds gS a ,oa 

cgqr lh tykiwfrZ ;kstuk,a “kq: dh xbZ g]S rFkkfi ges a ;g lqfuf”pr djuk 

gksxk fd pkyw dh xbZ ;kstuk,a] dk;Z djuk can djds fiNM+ u tk,W aA ;g 

vdlj vlarks’ktud lsok] tykiwfrZ iz.kkfy;ks a dk [kjkc izpkyu ,oa 

j[kj[kko] fdQk;rh ,oa fo”oluh; fo|qr vkiwfrZ dh vuqiyC/krk] tgka fd 

vf/kdka”k jkT; xzkeh.k iafix LVs”kuks a ds fy, okf.kfT;d nj ij olwyh djrs 

gS a rFkk oksYVst ,oa fQzDosUlh es a ?kV&c<+ gksrh gS]ds dkj.k gksrh gSA bl ij 

jkT; ds Lrj ij /;ku fn;k tkuk vko”;d gS A bl laca/k es a] eS a jkT;ks a ls 

vuqjks/k d:axk fd os xzkeh.k is;ty vkiwfrZ ;kstukvks a ds fy,] de ls de 

mu ;kstukvks a ds fy, tks fd xzke iapk;rks a }kjk pykbZ tkrh gS] fctyh d``f’k 

& njks a ij vFkok ?kjsyw njks a ij miyC/k djk,W aA blls xzke iapk;rks a dks fujarj 

is;ty vkiwfrZ miyC/k djkus es a enn feysxhA eS a ;g Hkh lq>ko nsuk pkgw axk 

fd jkT; ,slh izpkyu ,oa j[kj[kko laca/kh uhfr viuk,a W a ] ftles a ;s izko/kku 

gks fd xzkeh.k is;ty vkiwfrZ ;kstukvks a ds fujarj  izpkyu rFkk j[kj[kko 

dks lqfuf”pr fd;k tk ldsA

In the 12th Five Year Plan, we will have to give emphasis on ensuring 

satisfactory service delivery.  Though there have been large investments 
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in the sector, and many water supply schemes set up, we have to ensure 

that commissioned schemes do not slip back to nonfunctional status. This 

often happens due to poor Operation and Maintenance of water supply 

systems, non availability of affordable and dependable power supply with 

many States charging commercial rates for rural pumping stations and 

fluctuations in voltage and frequency. These need urgent attention at the 

State level. In this connection, I would request the States to provide 

electricity for rural drinking water supply schemes atleast those run by 

Gram Panchayats at domestic rates, if not at agricultural rates. This will 

help Gram Panchayats to provide continuous drinking water supply. I 

would also suggest that States adopt an Operation and Maintenance 

policy laying down the provisions for ensuring continuous operation and 

maintenance of rural drinking water supply schemes.

 Hkkjr cgqr rsth ls ty ds cks> ls vkØkar ¼okWVj LVª SlM½ ns”k curk tk 

jgk gSA ;g le; dh ekax gS fd is;ty {ks= lfgr lHkh {ks=ks a es a ty iz;ksx dh 

dq”kyrk es a lq/kkj ykus ij /;ku dsfUnzr djuk gksxkA jkT;ks a }kjk ty 

ys[kk&ijh{k.k fd, tkuk pkfg, ¼d`f’k ,oa m|ksx ds fy, iz;ksx es a yk, tk jgs 

ty ds fy, ys[kk&ijh{k.kk s a lfgr½] cM+h la[;k es a ty ehVj rFkk O;fDrxr 

iz;ksx ds fy, ty ehVj yxk, tkus pkfg, ,oa ty ds iz;ksx dh dq”kyrk dks 

c<+kus okys midj.k dks yxk;k tkuk vfuok;Z fd;k tkuk pkfg,A 

India is fast becoming a water stressed country. It is the need of the 

hour to focus on improving water use efficiency in all sectors including in 

drinking water sector. States should take up water audits (including such 

audits for water being used for agriculture and industry), install bulk and 

individual water meters and mandate installation of water efficient 

fixtures.  

ty ds iz;ksx dks de djus okyh izk S|ksfxfd;ks a ls ySl ty ds iz;ksx dh 

dq”kyrk dks c<+kus okys l{ke Hkouks a vkSj lajpukvks a dh Hkh vko”;drk gSA 
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ikuh dk fjlko djus okys uyks a dks cUn djds iq”k cVu okys uyks a] Hkouks a dh 

Nrks a ij o’kk Z ds ty dk lap;u djus] iqu% pfØr ty dk mi;ksx] vkfn ds 

ckjs es a ge fopkj dj ldrs gS aA 

There is also a need to have more water efficient buildings and 

structures having technologies which minimize the use of water.  We can 

think of stopping leaking taps and having push button taps, having rain 

water harvesting on building roofs, use of recycled water, etc.

fiNys n”kd ls is;ty {ks= es a geus fuos”k c<+k;k gSA o’kZ 2002&03 es a Hkkjr 

fuekZ.k vof/k es a gekjk fuos”k 2000 djksM+ :i, ls c<+dj o’kZ 2012&13 es a 

10]500 djksM+ gks x;k gSA 

Over the past decade, we have had increased investment in the drinking 

water sector.  From about Rs. 2000 crore in 2002-03, the investment has 

increased in the Bharat Nirman period to Rs.10,500 crore in 2012-13. 

Hkkjr ljdkj] 12oha iapo’kh Z; ;kstuk es a jk’Vªh; xzkeh.k is;ty dk;ZØe 

es a ,d cM+k vkewypwy ifjorZu dj jgh gSA 

The Government of India is bringing about a major paradigm shift in 

the National Rural Drinking Water Programme in the XIIth Five Year plan 

period, to fulfill the rising expectations of the rural population. 

bl ifjorZu es a loZizFke “kkfey gS] xzkeh.k {ks=ks a es a izfrfnu izfr O;fDr 

40 fyVj ls 55 fyVj rd is;ty dh vkiwfrZ miyC/k djkus es a lsok Lrjks a es a 

o`f) djukA 40 fyVj izfrfnu izfr O;fDr dk ;g ekud 1972 ls ykxw gS vkSj 

lHkh jkT;ks a ls tykiwfrZ dk mPp Lrj fu/kk Zfjr djus ds fy, ;kstuk rS;kj 

djus ds fy, dgk x;k gSA ,slk djds ge dqN gn rd “kgjh {ks=ks a ,oa xzkeh.k 

{ks=ks a ds chp lsok Lrjks a es a vUrj dks de dj ldsaxsA ,uvkjMhMCY;wih ds 

rgr jkT;ks a dks vius vkiwfrZ ekun.M fu/kk Zfjr djus dh NwV gksrh gSA vr% eS a 
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jkT;ks a ls vkxzg d:axk fd os lHkh xzkeh.k tykiwfrZ ;kstukvks a ds fy, 55 

,yihlhMh ekun.M dk y{; fu/kk Zfjr djs aA ifjokjks dks dusD”kuks a es a mPp 

Lrj izkIr fd;k tk ldrk gS ftlls fd gS aM iEiks a rFkk lkoZtfud uyks a ls 

ikuh ykus es a efgykvks a rFkk ckfydkvks a ij iM+us okyk cks> de gksxk rFkk 

lanw’k.k dk tksf[ke Hkh de gksxkA

This shift includes firstly, proposing to increase the service levels of 

providing drinking water supply to rural areas from 40 litres per capita per 

day (lpcd) to 55 lpcd. The 40 lpcd norm is in place since 1972 and all States 

have been asked to start planning for a higher level of water supply. With 

this we will begin to bridge the gap somewhat in service levels between 

urban areas and rural areas. Under NRDWP States have the flexibility to fix 

their own supply norms. I would therefore urge States to target 55 lpcd 

norm for all future rural drinking water supply schemes. This can enable 

higher level of household connections, thereby reducing the burden on 

women and girls in fetching water from handpumps and public taps and 

reducing risk of contamination. 

nwljk] bl rF; dks ns[krs gq, fd ihus] d`f’k ,oa m|ksx dh vko”;drkvks a 

ds dkj.k ns”k ds vf/kdka”k Hkkxks a es a Hk wfexr ty dk vR;f/kd fu’d’kZ.k gksrk 

gS] vr% geus lS)kafrd :i ls ;g fu.kZ; fy;k gS fd Hkwfexr ty ds ctk, 

lrgh ty dh vksj /;ku dsfUnzr fd;k tk,A vr% lrgh] o’kk Z rFkk Hkw&ty ds 

la;qDr iz;ksx ls ges a Hk wfexr ty ij viuh fuHkZjrk dks de djuk gksxkA bl 

laca/k es a ge vk”kk djrs gS a fd ty dh deh ls vkdzk ar rFkk xq.koRrk izHkkfor 

{ks=ks a es a fujarj ty&vkiwfrZ lqfuf”pr djus ds fy, vkSj vf/kd lrgh ty 

lzk s=ks a dk mi;ksx fd;k tk,xkA eS a lHkh jkT;ks a ls vkxzg djrk gw a fd bl 

fo’k; ij xEHkhj :i ls fopkj djs aA

Secondly, looking at the fact that there  is  over extraction of ground 

water in most parts of the country, due to requirements of drinking, 



agriculture and industry, we have decided in principle  to shift the focus  

away from ground water to surface water. We have to therefore reduce 

our dependence on groundwater by adopting conjunctive use of surface, 

rain and ground water. In this regard, we hope that more surface water 

sources will be tapped to ensure sustainable water supply in water-

stressed and quality affected areas. I urge all States to look at this 

seriously.

is;ty ds jklk;fud lanw’k.k ls izHkkfor jkT;ks a dks rFkk mu jkT;ks a dks] 

tgka fd tkikuh rFkk rhoz buflQsykbVl flaMªk se ¼tsbZ@,bZl½ ds ekeys 

ik, x, gS a] lgk;rk iznku djus ds fy, geus ty xq.koRrk ds fy, fu/kk Zfjr 

fuf/k gsrq ,uvkjMhMCY;wih ds varxZr izko/kku fd;k gS rFkk blds fy,  

,uvkjMhMCY;wih fuf/k;ks a es a ls 5% dk fofu/kku fd;k x;k gSA eS a izHkkfor 

jkT;ks a ls vkxzg d:aWxk fd os voeqDr fuf/k;ks a dk “kh?kz mi;ksx djs a rFkk 

fuf/k;ks a dh nwljh fdLr tkjh djus ds fy, izLrko Hksta sA

To assist States affected with Chemical contamination of drinking 

water, and those States which have cases of Japanese and Acute 

Encephalitis Syndrome (JE/AES),  we have made a provision under the 

NRDWP for an earmarked fund for Water Quality and have allocated 5% of 

the NRDWP funds for it. I would urge the affected States to utilise the 

funds released expeditiously and send proposals for release of the second 

instalment. 

leFkZu rFkk ty xq.koRrk ekWfuVfjax ,oa fuxjkuh fuf/k;ks a ds iz;ksx es a] 

tks fd  lkWQVos;j dh {kerk rFkk jkT; dh xfrfof/k;ks a dks lqn` `<+ djus ds 

fy, gS] vkSj ftu nksuks a ds fy, Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk iw.k Z:i ls fuf/k;ka iznku 

dh xbZ ga S] jkT;ks a dk dk;Z fu’iknu larks’ktud ugha gSA eS a jkT;ks a ls vkxzg 

djrk gw a fd os bu ?kVdks ds varxZr fofu/kkuks a ds vf/kdre mi;ksx dh 

;kstuk cuk,W aA
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The performance of States in utilizing the Support and the Water 

Quality Monitoring and Surveillance Funds, both of which are meant to 

strengthen the software capacity and activities of States, and both of 

which are fully funded by the Government of India, is not satisfactory. I 

urge the States to plan to optimally utilize allocations under these 

components. 

lanw’k.k ls is;ty lzk srks a dks cpkus ds fy, tkx:drk iSnk djuk] 

is;ty lzk srks dh fu;fer tkap] VS adka s ,oa rkykcks a es a o’kk Z&ty dk lap;u] 

ty dks iqu% “kk sf/kr djuk] ty dks cpkus okyh iz.kkfy;ks a es a rsth ykuh 

gksxhA vkbZblh vfHk;kuks a es a rsth ykdj ,oa  iapk;rks ds izfrfuf/k;ks a] 

bathfu;jks a ,oa ty iz”kkldks a s dks izf”k{k.k nsdj gh ;g dk;Z  fd;k tk ldrk 

gSA

Awareness generation about protecting drinking water sources from 

contamination, regular testing of drinking water sources, conserving 

rainwater in tanks and ponds, water recharge, water saving devices, all 

have  to be increased.  This can be done only by intensive IEC campaigns 

and training of Panchayat representatives, engineers and water 

administrators.

xzkeh.k is;ty {ks= ds fofHkUu igyqvka s ij izf”k{k.k miyC/k djkus ds 

fy, esjs ea=ky; us eq[; lalk/ku dsUnzk s a dh igpku dh gSA eS a jkT;ks a ls 

vuqjks/k djrk gw a fd os bu izf”k{k.k dk;Zdzeks a es a vius bathfu;jks a] xzke 

iapk;r laLFkkvka s ds izfrfuf/k;ks a ,oa vU; izfrHkkfx;ks a dks ukfer djds mudh 

lsokvka s dk iwjk ykHk mBk,W aA eS a jkT;ks a ls ;g Hkh vuqjks/k djrk gw a fd os jkT; 

,oa ftyk Lrj ij izeq[k jkT; lalk/ku dsUnzk s a dh igpku djds ftyk ,oa 

CykWd Lrjks a ij izf”k{k.k iznku djs aA

My Ministry has identified Key Resource Centres to provide training 

on various aspects of rural drinking water sector. I request States to 
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depute their engineers, PRI representatives and other participants to 

these training programmes and make full use of them. I also request States 

to identify their own State Key Resource Centres at State and district level 

to give training at district and block levels. 

geus jkT;ks dks Hkh fy[kk gS fd os ehfM;k ;kstuk,W a rS;kj djus ds fy, 

jkT; lwpuk ,oa izpkj foHkkxks a dh lsokvks a ds vykok] Mh,ohih] ih vkbZ ch] 

{ks=h; izpkj] xku ,oa u` `R; izHkkx ds {ks=h; ,oa jkT; Lrj ds dk;kZy;ks a dh ,oa 

blh izdkj ds vU; dk;kZy;ks a dh lsokvks a dk ykHk mBk,W W a rkfd vkbZblh 

fuf/k;ks a ds izHkkoh mi;ksx dks lqfuf”pr fd;k tk ldsA tkx:drk iSnk djus 

ds fy, varos;fDrd laiz s’k.k ,d cgqr gh izHkkoh ek/;e gSA bl laca/k es] eS a 

vkidh tkudkjh es a ;g ckr ykÅWaxk fd geus jkT;ks a dks gky gh es a vuqefr 

iznku dh gS fd os ifjokj es a uyds dk dusD”ku ysus ds fy, ifjokjks a dks 

izk sRlkfgr djus  gsrq *vk”kk* ds dk;ZdRrkZvks a dks 75 :+ ds fglkc ls izR;sd 

dusD”ku ds fy, izk sRlkgu iznku djs aA 

We have also written to States to make use of services of Regional and 

State offices of DAVP, PIB, Field Publicity, Song and Drama Division and the 

like, in addition to State Information and Publicity Departments for 

preparing Media Plans so as to ensure effective use of IEC funds. 

Interpersonal communication is the most effective form of awareness 

generation. In this regard, I would like to bring to your notice that we have 

recently permitted States to give an incentive of Rs.75 per connection to 

ASHA workers for motivating households to take household tap 

connections. 

xzkeh.k is;ty {ks= es a vkbZblh xfrfof/k;ks a dh ;kstuk cukus rFkk mUgs a 

dk;kZfUor djus ds fy, ,d :ijs[kk rS;kj djus gsrq ge ;wuhlsQ ds lg;ksx 

ls ,d laiz s’k.k rFkk leFkZu j.kuhfr Hkh rS;kj dj jgs gS aA 
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We, in collaboration with UNICEF are also going to prepare a 

Communication and Advocacy Strategy for providing a framework for 

planning and implementing IEC activities in rural drinking water sector.  

vle] fcgkj] >kj[k.M ,oa iwohZ mRrj izns”k ds jkT;ks a es a ikbiks a }kjk 

tykiwfrZ dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, rFkk bl {ks= es a laLFkkvks a ,oa iz.kkfy;ks a dks 

lqn` `<+ djus ds fy, ge 5000 djksM+ : ls Hkh vf/kd dh ifjO;; okyh fo”o 

cS ad ls lgk;rk izkIr xzkeh.k tykiwfrZ ,oa LoPNrk ifj;kstuk rS;kj dj jgs 

gS aA blls bu jkT;ks a es a xzkeh.k tykiwfrZ {ks= es a ewyHkwr cnyko vkus dh vk”kk 

dh tkrh gSA blh izdkj ds vU; jkT;ks a es a ge bl ifj;kstuk ls feys vuqHkoks a 

dk mi;ksx djus dh vk”kk djrs ga SA 

We are preparing a World Bank assisted rural drinking water supply 

and sanitation project with an outlay of more than Rs. 5000 cr for 

promoting piped water supply and strengthen institutions and systems in 

this sector in the States of Assam, Bihar, and Jharkhand and  Eastern UP. It 

is expected to make a fundamental change in the rural water supply sector 

in these States we hope to use the learning from this project in other 

similarly placed states.

,d egRoiw.kZ igy gS 9 jkT;ks a dh lesfdr dkjZokbZ okyh ;kstuk ds 82 

ftyks a es a 10]000 vkoklks a es a lkSj ÅtkZ ls pyus okys nksgjs iai dh lgk;rk ls 

tykiwfrZ ;kstuk LFkkfir djus dh ifj;kstukA blls mu vkoklks a es a ikbiks a 

}kjk tykiwfrZ gks ik,xh] tgka fo|qr vkiwfrZ miyC/k ugha gSA bl laca/k es a 

dqN jkT;ks a }kjk izLrko vHkh Hksts tkus gS aA eS a muls rqjUr izLrko Hkstus dk 

vuqjks/k djrk gw W aA

An important initiative is the Project of setting up of a Solar powered 

Dual pump based water supply scheme in 10,000 habitations in 82 

Integrated Action Plan districts in 9 States. This will bring piped water 
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supply to habitations where power supply is not available. Some States 

are yet to send their proposals in this regard. I request them to send 

proposals immediately. 

xzkeh.k is;ty {ks= es a dk;ks Z a ] fuf/k;ks a ,oa dk;ZdRrkZvks a dks iapk;r es a 

LFkkukarfjr djus ds laca/k es a xgjkbZ rd irk yxkus ds mn~ns”; ls esjs 

ea=ky; }kjk rS;kj dh xbZ izca/ku gLrkUrj.k rkfydk ¼,eMhvkbZ½ vc Hkkjr 

ljdkj ds fofHkUu ea=ky;ks a ds fy, muds Lo;a ds fodkl laca/kh dk;ZØeks a ds 

fy, ,d loks ZRre iz;ksx ,oa mnkgj.k cu xbZ gSA mu jkT;ks a dks] tgka 

iapk;rh jkt laLFkkvks a dks izkf/kdkj fn, x, gS a] bl jkf”k es a ls vis{kkd`r 

vf/kd fofu/kku izkIr gksxkA eS a jkT;ks a ls vkxzg djrk gw a fd os iapk;rks a dks s 

vf/kd ls vf/kd fuf/k;ka s rFkk dk;ZdrkZ miYc/k djk;s a ftlls fd os vius 

is;ty vkiwfrZ ds izca/ku es a izeq[k Hkwfedk fuHkk ldsaA 

The Management Devolution Index (MDI) developed by my Ministry 

to measure the depth of devolution of functions, funds and functionaries 

in rural drinking water sector to Panchayats has now become a best 

practice and an example to different Ministries of Govt of India for their 

own developmental programmes. States which have devolved authority 

to the PRIs shall get higher allocation. I urge States to devolve more and 

more funds and functions  to PRIs so that they can play a greater role in 

managing their own drinking water supply.

cgqr cM+h ekax dks /;ku es a j[krs gq,] esjk ea=ky; l?ku iz;kl dj jgk gS 

fd xzkeh.k is;ty vkiwfrZ ds fy, vis{kkd` `r vf/kd lalk/kuks a gsrq fofu/kku 

izkIr fd;k tk,A bl iz;kl es a gekjh fLFkfr etcwr gksxh] ;fn jkT; miyC/k 

fuf/k;ks a dk rsth ls mi;ksx djs a ,ao visf{kr ys[kk&ijh{kk izek.ki=ks a ,oa 

dkxtkr izLrqr djs s A eS a jkT;ks a ds ekuuh; eaf=;ks a ls vuqjks/k djrk gw a fd os 

vius vf/kdkfj;ks a dks funs”k ns a fd os lHkh visf{kr dkxtkr lko/kkuhiwoZd 

Hks ats a rkfd fuf/k;ks a dks fcuk fdlh foyEc ds voeqDr ¼fjyht½ fd;k tk ldsA
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My Ministry is making all efforts to obtain higher resource allocation 

for rural drinking water supply considering the large demand. In this 

effort, our hands will be strengthened if States utilise the available funds 

expeditiously and submit the required audit certificates and documents. I 

request Hon Ministers of States to direct their officers to carefully send all 

the required documents to enable release of funds without delay. 

eS a vki lcdks vkeaf=r djrk gw a fd vki vius fopkj ,oa lq>ko ns a 

ftlls fd ge tykiwfrZ dk;Zdze dks pykus dh izfdz;kvks a es a lq/kkj yk ldsaA

I invite you all to provide inputs and suggestions that can improve the 

way we administer the drinking water programme.

fu’d’kZ ds :i es a] eS a jkT; ljdkjks a dk vkokg~ ~u djuk pkgw W axk fd os u 

dsoy xzkeh.k tykiwfrZ ds <kaps dks lqn` `< djus es a vkxs vk,W a cfYd lacaf/kr 

lkWQVos;j ,oa vU; xfrfof/k;ks a dks izHkko”kkyh <ax ls pyk,W a rkfd ge viuh 

xzkeh.k turk dks i;kZIr ,oa LoPN is;ty dh vkiwfrZ fujarj vk/kkj ij dj 

ldsaA

In conclusion, I would like to call upon State governments to come 

forward and strengthen not only the infrastructure in the rural water 

supply but also carry out related software and extension activities 

effectively so that we are able to provide our rural population with 

adequate and safe drinking water supply on a sustainable basis. 

/kU;okn

Thank You
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