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President asks women to

lead sanitation revolutlon

K. Balchand

'NEW DEI.HI: Anita Bai Narre
and Usha Chomar — who
rewrote the script for them-

-selves, their community and |

neighbourhood - — received
accolades from - President
Pratibha Patil, who main-
, tained that the country’s san-

itation was totally dependent.

on women and children.

Addressing _the ' Nirmal
Gram Puraskar function here
on Wednesday, the President
lauded the two women for
showing courage and stand-
ing up for their rights. She
expréssed the hope that dis-
advantaged women in other
villages would draw inspira-
tion from the two women and
assert themselves to reform
their own lot and shape the
-campaign for a clean country.

Ms. Patil said they were
ushenng ina hew. revolution
in India.

Anita;, a tribal, shot into the

-limelight for leaving her hus-'

band’'s home as a bride on the

~ ground that it lacked a toilet

and returned only after one

was constructed. Usha, hail-

. ing from Alwar district of Ra-

jasthan, now a liberated

woman, “has addressed a sem-

inar in Paris on the health

problems affecting manual
scavengers. |

The two stressed that 1t was

imperative for women to fight

. for. self-respect Usha Che-

- mar, in particular, urged the

President to use her good of-.

fices to ensure -that other
manual scavengers were lib-
erated. She hoped all of them
would one day lead a good life.

Some of the recrplents of the Nlrmal Gram Puraslfar 2011 in New Delht on |

Wednesday. -~ PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM

.The President appreciated
Union Minister of Rural De-
velopment Jairam Ramesh’s

approachiofgivingaparticipa- -

tory role to such path-break-
ers at functions of national
importance and sending a
clear message tothe disadvan-
taged people to gather cour-
age and as a matter of right
jointhe mainstream.

Union Minister of Pan-
chayati Raj V. Kishore Chan-
dra Deo ‘was: also present.

After giving away the Nirmal
Gram Awards to panchayats
which had done well in
spreadmg cleanlméss as . a
whole, the President stated
women could be the prime
movers of the sanitation
movement throughout the
country - emphasisingthat it
would benefit them the most
because it had a bearing on
their -dignity, health and
secunty b

Ms. Patil sa1d the mvolve-

ment of women would e:rmre‘
the success of the samt&ﬁr.m -
drive and they could play an |

important role: in.
theface of rural: Indmand con-

tribute to-the economtc wiel- I

fare of the nation.. -~
She regardedit necessaryto
involve children at the school

level tospread the messages of -

sanitation- and hygiene at
home. There should be les-
sons on the importance of hy-
giene in schools, she said.
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