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NEW DELHE: After right to educa-
tion and information, citizens
will soon get right to clean drink-
ing water and sanitation.

In anew draft National Water
Policy, the water resources min-
istry has suggested that the
aceess to safe drinking water
and sanitation be regarded
as a right.

Around one-third of the
Indians don't have access to
clean drinking water and more
than half of the country's pop-
ulation to clean sanitation.
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- Only 42.2% people in

Jharkhand and 38% in Manipur
have access to clean drinking
water whereas in Punjab, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand have nearly 90%
coverage.

According to a World Bank
estimate, the poor quality of

“drinking water causes 21% of
diseases in India and this cre-
ates a burden of around 300
crore every year. Thisis despite
the country spending 148,000
crore to provide drinking water
sinee 1990s, The new policy will
force the state governments to
ensure safe drinking water
access to all in the next few

To achieve the goal, the min-
istry has proposed a national
water framework, which will
help each state to come up with
essential legislation on water
governance. The state legisla-
tions will have to provide nec-

essary authority to lower tiers
of the government to deal with
the local water situation, the
draft states,

It also states that the local
government institutions will
ensure access to a minimum
quantity of potable water that
will be available within the reach
of each household, But it will
come with a price for everyone;
the power to charge tariff

“Water needs to bemanaged
a5 community resource, by the
state, under public trust doc-
trine to achieve food security,
livelihood..," the draft says.
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