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T he fact that manual scavenging exists even 65 years after lﬂﬂia

attained independence isamatter of grave national shame.
Repeated promises by governments have failed to eliminate the
menace. InJune lastyear, forinstance, the Prime Minister had
called upon states to take note of a home ministry advisory that
suggested they invoke provisions of the SC/ST Atrocities Act.
againstanyone employing a dalit or tribal for manual scavenging.
He had urged them to end the practice within six months. Inthe
President’s address to the jointsitting of Parliament last month,
the government had spoken of a new law to deal with the problem.

MIofthislsﬁne,butlsn't:ttimetheywa,lkedthetalk"]ustpasmng

another law will not suffice. s ) }

gers and construction of dry
latrinesact, 1993".
The government may hike
punishment for manual scav-
enging from one year/Rs 2,000
fine in the present law tojail of
one year/Rs 50,000 fine ‘for
first offence’.
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